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OPINION 


College admissions scam 
shocks 
nation 

For many young 
adults, getting into 
their dream school 
can be a joyous 
occasion. It takes 
a multitude of 
different tasks to achieve it. 

- PAGE 3 



FEATURES 


Former Jones student 
works for Disney College 
Program 

Mckay Eaton grew up 
with only one thing 
on her mind: Disney. 

In middle school, 
she took a trip to 
Walt Disney World in 
Orlando, Florida where 
she fell in love with the atmosphere and the 
magic that Disney had to offer. Shortly after, 
she spoke to a student majoring in public 
relations at USM about the Disney College 
Program. 

-PAGE 4 



ENTERTAINMENT 


The James River Band 
astonishes PlubFest 

The James 
Rivers Band is 
composed of 
five talented 
artists who have 
individually made 
their musical talents known throughout 
Jones College but have gathered to create 
one melodious sound. 

- PAGE 5 



SPORTS 


Lady Basketball ends on 
high note 

The Lady Bobcats basketball team has 

come a long 
way this season. 
Quickly making 
their way into 
the MACJC 
tournament 
and playing 
in the state 
championship, it was no surprise when the 
ladies entered the national tournament. 

- PAGE 6 



Duck Search! 

The JCJC ducks are everywhere! Hidden 
somewhere in the paper is a 
photo of a duck. When you find 
it, take a picture and post it 
as a reply on our Bobcat Press 

Facebook post about the search. 
First one to do so wins a t-shirt! 




www.bobcatpress.com 


Seeking out success 

Students find reaching graduation a 
challenge, but completion is possible 



Baylee Walter 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

For many young adults, college can 
seem like one of the most terrifying 
tasks to tackle. Classes have to be taken, 
careers have to be chosen and futures 
have to be planned. When entering 
college, receiving a diploma is the goal. 
Unfortunately, not everyone makes it to 
the finish line. 

According to eab.com, only 41% of the 
students who began college four years 
ago are actually graduating this May. 
For many, getting to graduation is a 
tough process. At a community college 
level, enrollment rates are falling. Also 
falling are graduation rates. Only 18.92% 
of students are graduating from two- 
year institutions according to lifetracks. 
ms.gov. That is half the number of those 
graduating from four year institutions. 

For many, receiving their bachelor’s 


degree doesn’t happen in the traditional 
four-year window. People step away 
from their degree path for a number 
of reasons. Other than cost, students 
leave school due to things like a lack 
of a plan, a change in major, a school 
change and more. Juggling school, work 
and families can also force someone to 
step away. 

“Students aren’t sure what’s going 
to happen to them once they start 
college,” said Dr. Bob Neuman, a former 
associate dean at Marquette University. 
“They aren’t thinking about how college 
should connect them with a career 
when they get out of college.” 

Jones has worked to create several 
programs that will help students stay 
enrolled in college. 

“The retention process starts 
from the time a student becomes an 
applicant. Enrollment Management 
is working with students from the 


time they apply to Jones to help them 
navigate admissions, enrollment and 
financial aid as this is often difficult, 
especially for first generation college 
students,” said Amanda McLeod, 
assistant vice president of enrollment 
management. “Admissions Counselors 
are connected to students from the 
time they are an applicant until they 
graduate. We are offering continuous 
communication with students to help 
ease their transition to college and 
foster retention during their time at 
Jones.” 

Programs designed to help students 
succeed include tutoring services, 
counseling services, grants that help 
students in need, and the Bobcat 
Pantry, which is located in the campus 
Clinic and designed to help students 
with limited resources regarding food 


see SUCCESS page 12 


Jones College anticipates spring 
semester graduation ceremony 


Py’Necious Cowart 

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

As the spring semester at Jones 
College nears an end, many students 
are anticipating the day that will 
seal the deal and stand as proof 
for all their hard work. Sophomore 
students earning an associate degree 
or certificate for specific programs 
from Jones College are eager to walk 
across the stage during the upcoming 
graduation ceremony. 

Graduating sophomore Chelsea 
Chestnut said, “It feels like yesterday I 
was in high school and soon I will have 
my first college degree. I’m excited to 
put on my cap and gown, but it’s also 
bittersweet to know that I’m leaving.” 

There will be a Sophomore Lunch 
11:30 a.m. on April 26 at the Student 
Plaza. Immediately after there will be 
graduation practice in preparation for 
the ceremony. Caps and gowns will be 
issued during the graduation practice. 
All students planning to walk in the 
ceremony are encouraged to come. 

On May 3, the Class of 2019 
Graduation will be held in the Howard 
Gymnasium. There are approximately 
670 students participating in the 
academic commemoration. Two 


separate ceremonies will be held to 
accommodate graduates and their 
families. The celebratory moment 
for students with last names A-L 
will proceed at 10 a.m. while the 
processional for students with 
last names M-Z will begin at 1 p.m. 
Students are expected to arrive 45 
minutes early to get in line and receive 
further instructions. 


Currently serving as Mississippi’s 
42nd State Auditor, Shad Moss will be 
the speaker for the ceremony. Moss 
plans to speak on the theme “Leading 
the Way to Mississippi’s Future.” 

Students should have received 
letters on the graduation procedure. 

Graduates can expect to receive 
their diplomas by mail within 2-4 
weeks of the graduation ceremony. 



Kenneth Andrews Jr. receives his diploma from JCJC president, Dr. Jesse Smith with 
his father Kenneth Andrews Sr. following close behind to claim his JCJC diploma, 
during the May 2018 graduation ceremony. Photo by Teresea Mccreery 
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The Radionran receives state and national awards 


Caroline Smith 

STAFF WRITER 

The Jones College 
Radionian staff along with 
the Lair’s writers and 
photographers traveled 
to New York March 6-11 
to compete in the 2019 
David L. Adams Apple 
Awards, which is a part of 
College Media Association 
Spring Conference, where 
the Radionian won first 
place in the national 
competition for two- 
year newspapers. There 
were 150 universities and 
colleges at the conference 
and competition. 

As well as competing in 
New York, the Radionian 
staff traveled to Jackson 
on March 28 and competed 
in the Better Newspaper 
Contest at the 21st annual 
O.C. McDavid Journalism 


Conference at the Museum 
of Mississippi History and 
the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum, where they won 
best two-year college 
newspaper in the state. 

The newspaper won first, 
second and third place 
for Investigative package, 
a category in which they 
competed with universities. 
The Radionian won several 
awards, including 1st place 
front page, 2nd place design, 
3rd place Editorials; 3rd 
place Graphic and 3rd place 
Website. 

“New York was a once in a 
lifetime experience, and I am 
glad I had the opportunity 
to go,” Radionian columnist 
Davis Hicks said. “I am also 
proud of the great awards we 
won and the achievements 
we made at both a national 
and state level.” 

The individual winners 


from Jones College are as 
follows: Kristen Feraci, 1st 
place General News Story; 
Makayla Puckett, 2nd place 
General News Story and 3rd 
place General News Story; 
Dylan Jones, 2nd place 
Sports News Story and 
3rd place Sports Column; 
Hannah Chaffee, 1st place 
Sports Feature and Makayla 
Puckett 3rd place Sports 
Feature; Baylee Walter and 
Alyssa Pearce, 1st Place 
General Interest Column; 
Michael Blanks, 2nd place 
General Interest Column; 
Davis Hicks, 3rd place 
General Interest Column; 
Kristen Feraci, 3rd place 
Feature Story; Olivia Ward, 
1st place Cartoon; Lauryn 
Bohn, 2nd place General 
News Photo; Bailey Morris, 
3rd place General News 
Photo; Raghan Parish, 1st 
place Sports Photo and 2nd 


place Sports Photo; Bailey 
Morris, 1st place Feature 
Photo; Brooke McNabb, 2nd 
place Feature Photo; Bailey 
Morris, 3rd place Feature 
Photo. 

“I am extremely proud 
to have won an award,” 
Feraci, last year’s Features 
Editor, said. “I feel like it 
is proof that I am a good 
writer, and everyone needs 
a little validation. I spent 
a lot of time writing and 
worked really hard on all of 
my stories. It feels amazing 
to have my hard work 
recognized.” 

Photographer Parish said, 
“I love photography, and I 
have always been passionate 
about it. I have been doing 
it since I was little. Having 
my photos recognized is an 
amazing feeling. I am glad 
people enjoy my photos as 
much as I do.” 



Pictured left to right, front row, Opinions Editor Baylee Walter 
of Richland, News Editor Alyssa Pearce of Columbia, Raghan 
Parish of Laurel; second row, Hannah Morgan of Petal, Sports 
Editor Olivia Ward of Richland, Features Editor Julia Berry of 
Laurel, Hannah Chaffee of Pearl; third row, Dylan Jones of 
Leakesville, Jordan Butler of Ellisville, Bobcat Press Editor 
Bailey Morris of Pachuta, Entertainment Editor Py’Necious 
Cowart ofTylertown, Davis Hicks of Lucedale; fourth row, Drew 
Hill of Flowood, Aiden Rayner of Raleigh, Michael Blanks of 
Ellisville; fifth row, Eric Sheppard of Collins, Caroline Smith of 
Ellisville, Harrison Walley of Taylorsville and Jared McQuirter of 
Moselle. Not pictured is Lauryn Bohn of Seminary. 


Annual Mississippi Special Olympics 
Spring Game returns to Jones Campus 



Mississippi Special Olympics Area 17 Spring Games 
athletes enjoy participating in a tennis ball toss and 5K 
walk. Photos by Bailey Morris 


Alyssa Pearce 

NEWS EDITOR 

Sports festivals and 
massive outdoor events 
are public school staples, 
and one of the most 
charitable of these events 
is the Mississippi Special 
Olympics Area 17 Spring 
Games held on the Jones 
College campus. This year, 
the event has reached an 
age older than most young 
adults enrolled at Jones. 

“We’ve been doing it at 
JC for at least 20 years,” 
said Shaunta Pugh, event 
director. 

The theme for this year’s 
competition was “Learn all 
you can, grow leadership 
skills, achieve your goals.” 

There were 400 athletes 
from Jones, Smith, Wayne, 
Covington and Jasper 
counties registered 

to compete this year. 
Competitive events 

ranged from beanbag 
tosses to 5K walk and run 
races to volleyball games, 
which were held at the 
Bobcat Stadium /Sim 
Cooley Field. 

With that many 
participants and events 
going on, the help of 
volunteers was essential 


to keeping the day flowing 
smoothly. The North 
Forrest High School 
student council spent the 
day helping with different 
events and cheering on 
the athletes. Pugh said 
that there are usually 
volunteers from Jones 
from athletic teams, but 
that was not the case this 
year. However, the JC 
Voices choir continued 
their annual performance 
for the opening ceremony, 
something they have 
done for more than 10 
consecutive years. 

“Showing our support 
for the Special Olympics is 
an important thing. I think 
it means a lot to those kids 
for them to get to do what 
they’re doing, and it shows 
our support by being 
there,” said JC Voices 
member Jorge Castillo. 

“It’s a good showing 
of unity and support for 
them,” said JC Voices 
member Kassidy Chandler. 

Support from the 
students isn’t the only way 
that Jones helps the event 
and participants. JC has 
opened its campus to the 
event for over 20 years 
now and Pugh said that it 


is a big help. 

“Our facility is not 
big enough, so having it 


here makes it easier and 
more comfortable for 

see OLYMPICS page 12 


Five Jones College graduating sophomores 
awarded highest honor: Tullos Scholarship 


Alyssa Pearce 

NEWS EDITOR 

The hard work put into 
this year at Jones has paid 
off for five sophomores 
being bestowed the 
highest honor for 
students. For academic 
achievements and service 
to others, these five 
students have been named 
Tullos Scholars. 

The sophomores who 
have received this title 
are Madeline Collins 
of Heidelberg, Shivum 
Desai of Oak Grove, Anna 
Catherine Hampton of 


Petal, Je’Shaiah Stephens 
of Laurel and Jared 
Woullard of Leakesville. 
All five students are 
members of Phi Theta 
Kappa and received 
nominations to apply for 
the Tullos Scholarship at 
the end of their freshman 
year in 2018. 

Assistant Vice President 
of Instructional Affairs 
Julie Atwood said, 
“Recognized by both 
faculty and administrators 
of Jones for their 
outstanding achievement, 
each of these students is 
highly regarded for their 


activities both inside the 
classroom and in the 
community.” 

Collins, who was elected 
Sophomore Maid and a 
member of the Jones Hall 
of Fame, said “As I set and 
accomplished more goals, 
I grew as a student. Having 
this honor bestowed upon 
me helped me to realize 
that I have gone above 
what was expected of me.” 

Desai is a seasoned 
academic and service 
contributor, having served 
as the PTK president, a 
member of the student 
government association 
and being inducted into 
the Hall of Fame. 

“This honor has led me 
to be more confident in 
my abilities in helping 
people and also leading 
others,” said Desai. “Being 
awarded this honor has 
truly made my experience 
at Jones the best moment 
of my life.” 

Woullard is well-known 
on campus as Mr. JC, 
SGA president and class 
president for his freshman 
year. 

“I want to thank 
everyone- faculty, staff, 


cafeteria and library 
employees; everybody 
has made this experience 
wholesome and a part 
of my heart forever. It’s 
given me the opportunity 
to be great,” said Woullard. 

Stephens, PTK officer, 
Sigma Kappa Delta 
member and hall of famer 
said, “This honor has 
reminded me to continue 
to work hard and make a 
difference in the lives of 
others.” 

Hampton has 

volunteered on and off 
campus and has served 
as the sophomore class 
president and manager 
for the Maroon Typhoon 
marching band. 

“It is truly a humbling 
experience,” said 

Hampton. “I hope to be 
able to give back to the 
institution that gave me so 
much.” 

Each student received 
medallions and $1,000 
scholarships in recognition 
of being named after the 
scholarship donors, Gene 
and Nada Tullos. 

Story information 
provided by Teresa 
McCreery, media director 



From left to right: Je’Shaiah Stephens, Madeline Collins, 
Shivum Desai, Anna Catherine Hampton, Jared Woullard. 
Photo by Teresea McCreery 


Jones PBL chapter wins 
bigattheWin Columbus 


Alyssa Pearce 

NEWS EDITOR 

In late February, Jones’ 
Phi Beta Lambda chapter 
attended the annual state 
competition in Columbus, 
Miss. Of the 15 members 
that competed, 14 have 
qualified for finals and will 
be attending the national 
event in San Antonio, Texas. 

The summer event will 
begin Sunday, June 23 and 
will continue through the 
week until Friday, June 28. 
The competition will be split 
into daily scheduled events 
Monday - Wednesday. The 
remainder of the week will 
be dedicated to awards 
ceremonies and trip 
activities. 

The state competition 
presented a successful 
outcome with several 
contestants winning first 
and second place in their 
respective events. Jones’ 
PBL members hope to carry 
that victorious energy to 
Texas. 

Sophomore member 
Zach Busy placed second 
place in the Help Desk 
event and third place in the 
Information Management 
event. He qualified for the 


finals in both events and will 
compete in the same two 
events again this summer. 

“I was surprised I did 
so well; to be honest, I did 
not think I would place,” 
said Busby. “I am going 
to prepare a lot more for 
nationals than what I did 
for state but I am also going 
to try and relax more.” 

There is more 
information on the JCJC 
Phi Beta Lambda Facebook 
page about the state 
winners, including pictures 
of everyone throughout 
the trip. There will also 
be updated pictures and 
information featured on the 
Facebook page following 
the events of nationals. 

First place winners 
include: Kaleb Ashmore, 
Programming Concepts; 
Owen Cote, Daniel 
Easley and Tyler Rouse, 
Management Analysis 
and Decision Making; 
Colby Dorsey, Computer 
Concepts; Dylan Meeks, 
Sports Management and 
Marketing; Tara Williamson, 
Computer Applications; 
Tara Williamson, Hospitality 
Management; Melissa 
Hankins, Entrepreneurship 
Concepts. 



Front row, left to right: Mitch Dubose, Tara Williamson, 
Melissa Hankins, Alyssa Pearce; second row, left to right: 
David Ray, Byron Pittman, Zachory Busby; last row, left 
to right: Daniel Easley, Colby Dorsey, Owen Cote, Trent 
Norris, Kaleb Ashmore, Grant Valverde, Stephen Grantham. 
Submitted photo 



PBL members attend the awards ceremony, preceded by a 
workplace analysis presentation. Submitted photo 
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Editorial 

Little paper gets 
some big recognition 

For years, the Radionian newspaper has worked to 
overcome what big colleges may consider obstacles. 
Despite those obstacles, this small college paper has 
gone to big places. 

The paper recently participated in a competition that 
had two-year colleges and universities from across the 
nation attend. Some of these institutions had budgets 
big enough to pay for the students’ travel to and stay 
in New York, as well as provide their classrooms with 
top-of-the-line computers and software. Even though 
the Radionian doesn’t have a huge budget, the latest 
software or the newest computers, it produces its 
issues on a level comparable to those colleges. We say 
this because The Radionian won the national award for 
two-year papers at the convention. This was the first 
time the Radionian had ever competed. 

The Jones paper staff is a group of freshmen and 
sophomores from different majors and walks of 
life. These different pathways have allowed this group 
to bring in new perspectives to the paper. Although 
members of the group can be passionate about their 
political opinions, and there are many, the group comes 
together with their one goal in mind, to produce the 
best material for the Jones College community. 

In a world of social media and instant online access, 
newspapers across the country are struggling to stay 
open. The ones that are successful - there are some 
whose readership have actually increased - know they 
must stay relevant and offer something different. We 
have conducted surveys to find what our student body 
wants for its paper, and we work to find stories to fit 
those requests. 

Despite these challenges, the paper is continuing 
to gather recognition and support. A culmination of 
things allowed this paper to gather the success it has. 
Support from the Jones College staff has helped the 
paper gain recognition on campus. The hard work of 
the newspaper staff has helped the stories in the paper 
reach another level. The cooperation and leadership of 
the editors have allowed specific pages to get better 
every paper. Lastly, the support and instruction of our 
advisor has shown the staff how to write at the best of 
their ability. 

This paper would not exist without the hard work that 
is put in. These trials have not only shown the Radionian 
staff how to work well despite the challenges, but those 
obstacles have also helped make the Radionian the 
success that it is today. 


Thumbs Up 

Thumbs up to all the Jones 
students who will participate in 
graduation ceremonies next month. 
Congratulations! 

Thumbs Down 

Thumbs down for pollen season. It 
seems to get earlier, and worse, every 
year. 


First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States 

Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; orabridgingthefreedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 


The Radionian 

Jones County Junior College 
Ellisville MS 39437 
www.bobcatpress.com 

News Editor: Alyssa Pearce apearce3377@jcjc.edu 

Opinions Editor: Baylee Walter nwalter3658@jcjc.edu 

Features Editor: Julia Berry jberry0342@jcjc.edu 

Entertainment Editor: Py’Necious Cowart 

pcowart7353@jcjc.edu 

Sports Editor: Olivia Ward oward7i92@jcjc.edu 

Bobcat Press Editor: Bailey Morris bmorris8227@jcjc.edu 

Photographers: Bailey Morris, Meghan Fuller 
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Staff Writers: Michael Blanks, Jordan Butler, 

Hannah Chaffee, Meghan Fuller, Davis Hicks, 

Dylan Jones, Da’Vondra Lynch, Hannah Morgan, 

Madilyn Poolson, Eric Sheppard, Harrison Walley 
Advisor: Kelly Atwood keiiy.atwood@jcjc.edu 

Jones County Junior College does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, or 
disability in its programs, activities, or employment 
practices. The following persons have been designated 
to handle inquiries and grievances regarding the non¬ 
discrimination policies: (ADA/Section 504) Dr. Kisha Jones, 
ADA Coordinator, Student Affairs, phone 601-477-2673; 
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Title IX Coordinator, Enrollment Services, Terrell Tisdale 
Library, phone 601-477-4083; email amanda.mcleod@jcjc. 
edu Jones County Junior College, 900 South Court Street, 
Ellisville, MS 39437, 601-477-4122. 





College admissions scam shocks nation 


Baylee Walter 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

For many young adults, 
getting into their dream 
school can be a joyous 
occasion. It takes a 
multitude of different 
tasks to achieve it. Certain 
test scores must be 
achieved, transcripts and 
applications have to be sent 


and sometimes names are 
added to a waitlist. Instead 
of getting into these 
schools the normal, moral 
way, a few wealthy families 
decided to rig the system. 

In early March, the news 
broke that there had been 
over 50 indictments in a 
huge college admissions 
scam. Wealthy parents 


had been caught paying 
high amounts of money to 
guarantee their children 
spots at schools like Yale, 
Stanford, University of 
Southern California and 
more. At the center of this 
whole situation is a man by 
the name of William Singer. 

In 2011, Singer started 
a college preparatory 


business called The 
Edge College and Career 
Network. Despite its 
seemingly legitimate look, 
the business also known 
as “The Key” was never 
used for actual college 
preparation. 

According to The 
New York Times, “The 

see SCAM page 7 


New Zealand faces horrific terrorist attack 


Jordan Butler 

STAFF WRITER 

New Zealand faced a 
travesty March 15 after a 
terrorist opened fire in 
the A1 Noor and Linwood 
mosques in Christchurch, 
killing 50 inside. The 
shooting took place 
around noon when the 


mosques were packed with 
worshippers. 

When terrorist attacks 
like these take place, and 
it is targeted towards 
a specific community, 
it is a reminder of the 
unfortunate intolerance 
in the world. No religion, 
race, or any other minority 
should face fatal hate 


crimes like this one. The 
shooter had written an 
87-page manifesto that 
strongly expressed anti¬ 
immigrant and anti-Muslim 
views, according to CNN. 
com, which is appalling. 
Of course, every country 
contains extremists and 
conservatives who think 
and act over-the-top, but 


acts like the one this man 
committed are outrageous. 

New Zealand is typically 
a very peaceful country, 
so news of the shooting 
shocked the country and 
the rest of the world. New 
Zealand has gun laws 
already in place which 
contr ibute to its usu ally 
see ATTACK page 7 


Boeing plane crash causing disarray 


Hannah Morgan 
STAFF WRITER 

On March 10, Ethiopian 
Airlines Flight 302 crashed 
minutes after it launched 
from Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia’s capital, and 
unfortunately killed all 
the passengers onboard. 
Almost six months after 


Lion Air Flight 610 crashed, 
investigators now have to 
find the reason why both 
of these Boeing 737 Max 8’s 
crashed. 

These planes have been 
flying for less than two 
years, and in that time, 
they have become one of 
the most popular models 
of plane purchased by 


airlines. This is one of the 
reasons several airlines 
have not grounded the 
planes. However, several 
airlines, including Cayman 
Airways, AeroMexico 
and Norwegian Air have 
grounded the model 
plane. Ethiopian Airlines 
took initiative and posted 
on twitter their plans to 


“ground the particular fleet 
as extra safety precautions.” 

With two crashes in less 
than five months, it has 
raised speculations from 
the families of loved ones 
as to what caused the 
plane crashes. The airline 
has looked into the pilot of 
the plane, as a precaution, 
see CRASH page 7 


DNA databases use DNA to solve cold-cases 


Jordan Butler 

STAFF WRITER 

Ancestry.com, 23andme 
and GEDmatch.com are all 
common databases people 
can use to submit DNA 
samples to find out their 
ancestry and family tree. 
But what do they do with 
the DNA after they’re done? 

Well, apparently 


Ancestry.com keeps the 
DNA forever, according to 
thinkprogress.org; in other 
words, while you only get 
to hold on to your DNA 
as long as you’re alive, the 
database gets to keep it 
even after you have passed, 
which is terrifying. 

Ancestry.com has the 
largest DNA database to 
compare your DNA to your 


ancestral results, with 
23andme coming in second. 
Now, if the fact that at least 
one of these databases 
keeps your DNA forever 
doesn’t scare you, let’s 
look at another question: 
What can these databases 
do with your DNA without 
your knowledge? 

According to 

thinkprogress.org, 


Ancestry can use or 
distribute your DNA for any 
research or commercial use 
without compensating you 
for its use. The freakiest 
part: Users agree to this 
along with several other 
terms of service when they 
click “I agree to the Terms 
of Service and Privacy 
Policy” because, well, no 

see DNA page 7 


1 Whistleblowers- Opposing Viewpoints | 



Whistleblowers have 
been a serious topic in the 
political world for decades. 
They are the people that 
spill the secrets that the 
government doesn’t want 
the public to know. In the 
past, people have been 
exiled, imprisoned or even 
killed for these actions. 
Despite the backlash they 
get, whistleblowers are 
important. 

In 1989, the Federal 
Government passed 
the Whistleblower 

Protection Act. This 
act protects employees 
from retaliation by the 


government. According 
to WorkplaceFairness.org, 
“When an agency official 
takes, threatens to take, 
or fails to take a negative 
personnel action against 
you because of your 
whistleblowing activity, 
that is an illegal form of 
retaliation or reprisal.” 

There have been 
important whistleblowers 
in every decade. During 
the Watergate scandal, 
an informant by the name 
of Deep Throat (Mark 
Felt) leaked information 
to the Washington Post. 
In the 90s, Linda Tripp 
exposed the Monica 
Lewinski scandal. Lastly, 
Chelsea Manning was 


see WHISTLE page 7 



Republican 

by Alyssa 

Pearce 


Whistleblowers are 
informants who report or 
expose any illicit activities 
that are deemed unethical 
or otherwise unlawful 
engaged in by any public 
or private organization. 
Releasing dangerous 
information is a risky 
business. 

In many cases of 
whistleblowers, their name 
can cause more upstir 
than the news that they 
sought out. The work 
that whistleblowers do 
is important, but names 
like Edward Snowden 
and Chelsea Manning can 


overshadow terms like 
global surveillance and 
WikiLeaks. Of course, 
there is a big difference 
between releasing 

information on the 
government peering in on 
internet and phone traffic 
and disclosing classified 
military information. 

Generally, the term 
“whistleblower” is 

associated with a negative 
connotation because this 
release of information 
can cause damage. This 
outlook must apply to 
scales lesser than offending 
the Espionage Act of 1917 
or investigating the Clinton 
Foundation. For instance, 
the economical world 
can s uffer damages f rom 
see VIEWPOINT page 7 
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Former Jones student works for Disney Program 


Meghan Fuller 

STAFF WRITER 

Mckay Eaton grew up 
with only one thing on her 
mind: Disney. In middle 
school, she took a trip 
to Walt Disney World in 
Orlando, Florida where 
she fell in love with the 
atmosphere and the magic 
that Disney had to offer. 

Shortly after, she spoke 
to a student majoring in 
public relations at USM 
about the Disney College 
Program. From there, 
Eaton vowed to major in 
public relations in order 
to pursue her dream of 
working at Walt Disney 
World. She did just that 
when she attended Jones 
in 2017, which jump started 
her desire to apply for the 
Disney College Program in 
2018. 

According to Walt Disney 
World, the Disney College 
Program is a semester-long 


paid internship in which 
students work in a front¬ 
line role at theme parks 
and resorts, participate in 
college-level coursework, 
and live in company- 
sponsored housing with 
other students. The 
program began in 1981, 
where students worked in 
one park, Magic Kingdom. 

Eaton was accepted into 
the program in September 
and began her journey this 
January. She works at the 
Disney Polynesian Resort 
on Disney property, where 
she is involved in guest 
relations. Her job entails 
tasks such as showing 
guests to their room, 
touring on the golf cart, 
and organizing the lobby. 

“I basically maintain 
the upkeep of the hotel 
which has a lot to do 
with organization and 
guest relations. I make 
sure everyone is having a 
magical time,” said Eaton. 


Eaton has encountered 
multiple experiences that 
will assist her for her future 
career in public relations. 
The job has allowed her to 
practice time management 
and has helped to build her 
resume. She has created 
many fond memories and 
experiences things she 
never expected to. 

“The best part about the 
program is that I made 
friends from all over the 
world that I never expected 
to find. It’s truly a blessing,” 
she said. 

Eaton explained that the 
Disney College Program 
is a popular step for 
students around the world, 
and is very competitive 
throughout the application 
process. The requirements 
are that a student must be 
enrolled into a college with 
a 2.5 GPA. 

“Personally, I did a lot of 

see DISNEY page 11 



Jones alumna Mckay Eaton poses in front of a Cars display in Disney World. Photo submitted 


Fashion is revolutionized 


FASHION 
PHASE 

by Michael 

Blanks 

Many online clothing 
brands have made 
themselves a place 
of business for social 
media stars. Fashion and 
makeup brands such as 
Zaful, Morphe Brushes, 
Teespring and Lilly Lashes 
offer certain stars a 
percentage of their profits 
using a coupon code 
normally mimicking the 
star’s name. Many social 
media stars have taken 
this and really branched 
off into creating their own 
brand. 

Makeup artist James 
Charles is famously known 
for the amount of brand 
deals that he receives. 
He has even made 
merchandise mocking the 
fact with shirts that say 
“Use Code ‘James’ for 10 
percent off.” Having this 
type of foothold eventually 
allowed for him to release 
his own clothing line titled 
Sisters Apparel. When 
brands give out these codes 
for media influences, they 
allow for their business to 
reach customers that they 
normally wouldn’t. This 
is an especially effective 
business strategy when 
partnered with the right 
celebrity. 

Fashion brands, as of 
late, know to be picky when 
giving out these brand 
deals; however, some 
celebrities have a habit of 
being very problematic, 
and this can reflect onto 
the brands that sponsor 
them. Since social media 


stars thrive on these type 
of deals, bad controversies 
can have adverse effects 
on their media presence 
as well as their future 
business ventures. Not 
every internet celebrity 
thrives on these types of 
deals. 

Jeffree Star is a prime 
example of a celebrity who 
has built their own brand 
without needing brand 
deals from mainstream 
businesses. With his brand 
Jeffree Star Cosmetics, 
Star takes a very strategic 
approach when it comes 
to how he conducts 
business. While Star has 
collaborated with other 
brands, most of his brand’s 
money comes from his 
highly sought-after 

makeup products. With 
the recent release of his 
Blue Blood collection, Star 
sold millions of products 
in the span of hours. Star 
doesn’t necessarily need 
to rely on any brand deals 
with such a supportive fan 
base. 

The fashion industry 
has now become a place 
of competition, with not 
only brands competing 
against one another, but 
celebrities also adding 
new elements into their 
sales. The addition of 
internet stars being 
given coupon codes and 
special deals to offer 
their audiences has given 
businesses a new way to 
advertise themselves. As 
the world continues to 
adapt to these changes, it 
will take some time to see 
if this trend of brand deals 
is everlasting or simply a 
phase. 




Briana Mcalpin watches James Charles on YouTube. Photo 
by Jared McQuirter 


Youngblood, students take the stage at LLT 


Alyssa Pearce 

NEWS EDITOR 

Biloxi Blues is the wildly 
popular second installment 
of Neil Simon’s “Eugene 
Trilogy.” This WWII-era 
based military comedy 
worked its way onto the 
Laurel Little Theatre stage, 
and that’s not even the 
best part. 

Jones College’s very 
own Rick Youngblood, 
who is vice president of 
business affairs, directed 
the performance with the 
help of a few other Jones 
familiars like Will Hodges 
as Roy Selridge, Jones 
Academic Dean Jason 

see BILOXI page 9 



Left to right is Josh Crosby, Luke Youngblood, Rick Youngblood, Will Hodges, Jason 
Dedwylder, and Luke Hamonds. Seated above is Cameron Glenn. Photo by Bailey Morris 


Equinox Coffee offers a convenient study spot in the Hub 



GIMME 

SOME OVEN 

by Meghan 

Fuller 


Equinox Coffee opened 
in downtown Hattiesburg 
at the beginning of this 
year, and the South 
Mississippi community is 
ecstatic about this new 
establishment. 

“I love the atmosphere 
and that I have a chance 
to study and relax after a 
long day of school,” said JC 
sophomore Juliann Nelson. 

The shop opened on 
Jan. 14 in their convenient 
location located near the 
Hattiesburg Zoo. They 
offer multiple flavors of 


coffee and espresso drinks 
as well as bubble tea and 
ice pops. 

“Our coffee is locally 
roasted and crafted by 
trained baristas,” said 
employee Mikayla Goss, 
who has been a barista for 
five years. 

Customers find the 
location to be a convenient 
drive from both William 
Carey and Southern Miss. 
The shop is located in 
the heart of downtown 
Hattiesburg, near many 
establishments to further 
enjoy. 

“It’s near Shipley’s 
donuts, perfect to pair 
with a cup of coffee. It’s 
also a great place to stop 

see EQUINOX page 11 



Equinox Coffee is located at 1901 Hardy Street. Their 
website is equinoxcoffee.com Photo by Meghan Fuller 


Students: learn how to say goodbye to relationship leeches 



Kristen Williford and James Denning provide an illustration 
of a bad relationship. Photo illustration by Bailey Morris 


MENTAL 
HEALTH 

by Aiden 

Rayner 

Toxic relationships 
compare easily to leeches. 
They can suck all of a 
person’s spirit, energy or 
happiness, leaving them 
empty. 

A relationship is 
defined as the state 
of being connected. A 
toxic relationship with a 
significant other, friend 
or even family member 
can have a serious toll 
on one’s life. Most toxic 
relationships occur when 
a person is codependent 
on another. Dr. Sydney 
Savion, behavioral scientist 
and expert in life transition 
suggests a person must 
determine whether the 
relationship at hand is one 


that needs to be saved or 
severed. 

Sophomore Anna-Claire 
McKellar shared her 
views on relationships. 
“No matter how long you 
have known someone or 
how much you think you 
can change someone, it is 
up to them to make that 
decision. It all depends on 


the quality of a person that 
makes a relationship last,” 
she said. 

Negative relationships 
can start off just being 
upsetting but could 
eventually lead to 
emotional or physical 
abuse. Savion mentions 
in her article that being 
subjected to this behavior 


can lead to fear, uneasiness, 
unhappiness, depression 
or even PTSD. 

Most college students 
are just now entering 
the world on their own. 
Students need to be aware 
of how to detect a toxic 
relationship in the making. 
In Savion’s article titled 
“7 Basic Signs of Toxic 
Relationships,” she gives 
the reader the information 
needed to be able to 
detect the basic signs of an 
unhealthy relationship. 

The signs Savion speaks 
of are feelings and not 
typically physical signs. 
The uneasy feeling one may 
get before seeing a person 
may not be butterflies. 
It could very well be a 
subconscious feeling of 
fear. A toxic person could 
also leave one feeling 

see HEALTH page 11 
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The James Rivers Band astonishes 
HubFest with a variety of sounds 



The James Rivers Band wows the crowd at the annual HubFest event, held in downtown Hattiesburg. Photo submitted 


Michael Blanks 

STAFF WRITER 

The James Rivers Band 
is composed of five 
talented artists who have 
individually made their 
musical talents known 
throughout Jones College 
but have gathered to create 
one melodious sound. 

The James Rivers Band 
were given the amazing 
opportunity to perform 
at Hubfest in Hattiesburg 
and they did not take this 
moment for granted. 

On March 30, the group 
performed on the Post 
Office stage in front of a 
crowd of over 100 onlookers 
who were astounded by 
the skills each performer 
possessed. The James 
Rivers Band were the first 
performance of the day and 


set a very high standard for 
the rest of HubFest. 

This band brings 


together the musical 
prowess of James Rivers, 
Addie Nelms, Cortland 


Goff, Zach Gregory and 
Graham Nelms. James 
Rivers is the lead singer of 


the group and possesses 
a superstar swagger 
that would immediately 


catch anyone’s attention. 
Addie Nelms summons 
her beautiful voice and 
amazing vocal control as 
a vocalist for the band. 
Cortland Goff announces 
his presence as the lead 
guitarist, and as one of 
only two guitar majors at 
Jones College, his hard 
work truly shines through 
on stage. Zach Gregory 
wields his drumsticks with 
true accuracy and rhythm 
to give the band a stylistic 
flare as a drummer. Last 
but certainly not least, 
Graham Nelms strings the 
group together as a bassist 
with an unmatched sound 
when it comes to the bass 
guitar. Having all of these 
amazing and unique talents 
join together made for a 


see BAND page 11 


Game of Thrones 
begins the end 


TELE 

TALK 

by Aiden 

Rayner 


The show based on 
George R.R. Martin’s 
unfinished fantasy novel 
series “A Song of Ice and 
Fire” is returning. The 
eighth and final season of 
HBO’s “Game of Thrones” 


is set to release on April 14. 

“Game of Thrones” is 
a dense tale of magic, 
violence, death and 
medieval politics. There are 
many different storylines 
throughout the show, 
however the main storyline 
is the humans’ constant 
fear that their enemies 
from North, beyond the 
wall, will make a return. 

see TALK page 10 




Jones student Holly Skaggs is excited about the final 
season of “Game of Thrones.” Photo by Bailey Morris 


Braving a new world 


GAME 

GURU 


The horror genre is 
one that has seen a wide 
array of entries from its 
inception in the 1980s. 
Drawing inspiration from 
the likes of H.P. Lovecraft, 
these games have always 
gone against the grain by 
ensuring that the players 
are not some unstoppable 
force of nature like “Halo’s” 
Master Chief or “Doom’s” 
Doomslayer. 

Instead, characters 
are put at an extreme 
disadvantage, either 

through making the 
enemies that the players 
face nigh-invincible or 
severely limiting the 
resources needed to fight 
off said enemies. Titles like 
“Resident Evil,” “System 
Shock” and “F.E.A.R.” have 
had players gripping their 
controllers and dreading 
what lay around every 
darkened corner. The new 
game “Days Gone” by Bend 


by] 

W; 


alley 



Studio, however, aims to 
make a rare addition to 
the genre: an open-world, 
action-adventure survival 
horror game. 

Set roughly two 
years after a globe- 
spanning pandemic that 
nearly eradicated the 
Earth’s population and 
transformed countless 
millions of others into 
near-feral creatures like 
the infected in “28 Days 
Later,” the game makes 
it clear that the world as 
we all know it is no more. 
see GONE page 10 



“Days Gone” is available at 
the local GameStop. Photo 
by Bailey Morris 


Nipsey Hussle is the prolific one 


MUSIC 

MATTERS 

by Eric 

Sheppard 


Hip-Hop lost one of its 
creators as Ermias Joseph 
Asghedom, better known 
as Nipsey Hussle, was shot 
and killed on March 31. At 
only 33, the rapper was one 
the industry’s outspoken 
artists of hip hop’s history. 

Asghedom was 

raised in the Crenshaw 
neighborhood of Los 
Angeles and got his rap 
name from a comic known 
as Nipsey Russell. The 
rapper’s idol was famous 
rapper and activist Tupac 
Shakur, and he described 
Tupac as fearless and 
willing to speak his word to 
the public. 


Hussle was known in his 
community as a successful 
black artist that came 
from the streets, educated 
himself on the threats 
of the world and helped 
others as much as possible. 
The Marathon, which is 
the name of his California 
store and the name of one 
of his albums, was a pivotal 
moment as he got people, 
including rival gangs, to 
come work for him and 
to ensure a better life and 
future. He made sure that 
each kid growing up in Los 
Angeles had an education 
and drive for their goals. 

Hussle had an 
astonishing 2018 last year. 
His album “Victory Lap” 
was Grammy-nominated 
for Best Rap Album, and it 
debuted on the Billboard 
200 at number 4. His 
store The Marathon was a 


booming business, which 
made the rapper a “self- 
made millionaire” as he 
never signed a deal for 
music labels and started 
his own label called “All 
The Money In.” Hussle’s 
success of 2018, was in 
many people’s eyes, the 


beginning of the artist’s 
wave of music and business. 

After his death, many 
artists paid their respects 
to the late rapper as 
everyone called him “an 
opportunist of many.” 


see HUSSLE page 10 



Jones student Alexus Riley reads latest updates in the 
case of rapper and community activist Nipsey hussle. 
Photo by Bailey Morris 



Jordan Peele, the new face of horror 



Over the years, 
moviegoers have been 
graced with amazing 
horror movie directors. 
Alfred Hitchcock, for 
example first brought us 
“Pyscho” and “Birds” and 
has been called the father 
of horror. Wes Craven, 
another great example, 
created slasher icons 
such as Ghostface from 
“Scream” and Freddy 
Krueger from “Nightmare 
on Elm Street.” However, 
there is a new director on 
the rise that is taking the 
world by storm, and his 
name is Jordan Peele. 

Now, to say that Peele 
is the next Craven or 
Hitchcock is a bold 
statement. It is also an 
unfair statement. Peele, 
who now has two instant 
hit horror classics, has 
taken directing and put 
his own twist to it. Peele’s 
roots may come from 
sketch comedy but he has 
firmly planted his fingers 
into the horror genre, and 
he did it all on his own. 

His first film, “Get 
Out,” released 2017, was a 
phenomenal success. Not 
only did Peele direct the 
film, but he also wrote 
and produced it as well. 
This was the world’s first 
introduction to a brand- 


new side of Peele. “Get 
Out” made over $255.4 
million in the box office 
and only had a budget of 
$4.5 million in total. 

The film also won the 

2018 Academy Award for 
Best Original Screenplay 
and was nominated for 
three more Academy 
Awards that year including 
Best Motion Picture of the 
Year and Best Achievement 
in Directing. The film also 
received a near perfect 
Rotten Tomatoes score 
with a 98%, two points shy 
of a perfect 100%. These 
features cemented Peele’s 
name in the film industry 
and showed the world that 
he was more than just his 
comedic past. However, 
Peele did not stop with 
“Get Out.” He set out on his 
next big venture with his 

2019 film “Us.” 

“Us” hit theaters in March 
and was an instant classic. 
The filmed starred the 
Academy Award winning 
actress Lupita Nyong’o as 
the lead of the film and 
followed her character, 
Adelaide, as she fought 
to protect her family 
against her biggest fear 
and enemy, herself. The 
film was instantaneously 
historical. 

The film in its opening 
weekend took in $70.3 
million in the domestic box 
office. This feat allowed the 
terrifying psychological 
thriller to steal the spot 
for the best opening ever 
for an original horror 


title from John Krasinki’s 
2018 film “A Quiet Place.” 
The film also takes the 
spot for the third-biggest 
horror opening ever 
following 2017’s reimaging 
of Stephen King’s “It” 
which made $123.4 million, 
and 2018’s slasher sequel 
“Halloween” which made 
$76.2 million. The film 
also became the highest 
opening for an original 
R-rated film, taking the 
spot from 2012’s “Ted.” 

The most surprising 
feature of all is that the 
film was only expected to 
make $38 million for its 
opening box office in early 
estimates, and only had 
a budget of $20 million, 
reportedly, which is much 
bigger than the $4.5 million 
of Peele’s previously 
mentioned film “Get Out.” 
“Us” currently sits on 
a 94% score on Rotten 
Tomatoes, qualifying to be 
certified fresh which is an 
honor most films struggle 
to reach. 

However, it is not just 
box office success and 
Academy Award wins and 
nominations that make 
Peele a unique and genius 
director. Peele’s two films 
are widely successful for 
their use of a diverse and 
talented cast. “Get Out” 
starred Daniel Kaluuya, 
who was mostly known for 
his “Black Mirror” episode 
titled “Fifteen Million 
Merits,” was nominated for 
both an Academy Award 
and a Golden Globe for 


his performance in the 
film. Kaluuya later went 
on to land a spot in 2018’s 
stellar and diverse film 
“Black Panther.” However, 
Kaluuya is not the only 
actor from Marvel’s “Black 
Panther” that has starred 
in one of Peele’s film. “Us” 
features the previously 
mentioned Nyong’o and 
Winston Duke as the leads 
of the film, both of whom 
played a role in the award¬ 
winning Marvel film. 

When speaking to The 
Hollywood Reporter, Peele 
touched on the topic of 
having a white lead in 
one of his films. “I don’t 
see myself casting a white 
dude as the lead in my 
movie,” he said, “not that 
I don’t like white dudes, 
but I’ve seen that movie.” 
Peele is not only changing 
the game for African 

see MOVIE page 10 




Jordan Peele’s “US” is 
playing now in theaters. 
Photo by Bailey Morris 
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Lady Basketball ends on high note 


Olivia Ward 

SPORTS EDITOR 

The Lady Bobcats 
basketball team has come 
a long way this season. 
Quickly making their 
way into the MACJC 
tournament and playing 
in the state championship, 
it was no surprise when 
the ladies entered the 
national tournament. 
Jones entered the NJCAA 
Division I Tournament 
with high hopes, making a 
17-point deficit during the 
first half and beginning 
the fourth quarter with a 
build of 15-points. The Lady 


Bobcats finished the game 
with an 88-84 win putting 
them in finals against New 
Mexico. 

Despite their falling 
out against New Mexico, 
the ladies still ended the 
year with an overall 28-3 
winning streak. The team 
won 14 home games and 
10 away games with 78.5 
points per game. 

Jones team member, 
Keyara Jones from 
Heidelberg, was named 
NJCAA Division I Honorable 
Mention All-American. 
Jones led the team in 15.7 


see BASKETBALL page 10 



Breonca Ducksworth, JC sophomore, fights off the Lady Raiders during NJCAA Division I Tournament. Photo by Joe Morales 


Jones College Sports Records 


The Radionian staff will be keeping track of this 
month’s scores. In April we will show tennis, softball 
and baseball. 



Baseball: Good 
and Bad changes 


THE 

JONES 

ZONE 

by Dylan 

Jones 


Baseball has been 
around for many years 
and has been a prime 
source of entertainment 
for players and spectators 
alike. It was always meant 
to be a time-consuming 
mental battle between 
pitcher and batters, and it 
has been a game in which 
human mistakes can make 
or break a team. However, 
at what point does the 
battle become too time- 
consuming? At what 
point do human mistakes 
become too costly for all 
parties involved? 

One of the proposed 
rule changes within the 
MLB was to add a pitch- 
clock, which would mean 
that pitchers would be 
given a certain amount of 
time to deliver the next 
pitch. If the pitch was 
not delivered by then, 
umpires would call a balk, 
advancing all runners on 
base or giving the batter 
an extra ball. This would 
in turn speed games up, 
creating a faster-paced 
game for fans. 

However, this rule 
might not seem to make 
sense for players, as the 
pitcher sometimes may 
not have enough time to 
prepare. Pitchers have 
always decided and should 
continue to decide the 
pace of the game, whether 
it be by rapidly shoving 
fastballs into the zone 
or using well-timed junk 
pitches to catch the batter 


off guard. If a pitch clock 
were to be added, it would 
take away from a pitcher’s 
effectiveness. 

Another proposed rule 
change was to completely 
eliminate umpires from 
the game of baseball, as 
today’s technology can 
tell people whether or 
not a baseball entered 
the strike zone, how long 
the ball was in the strike 
zone, whether or not a 
ball was foul or not, and 
many other things. This 
would eliminate the need 
for a man well into his 60s 
or 70s with eye problems 
telling batters what they 
can and can’t hit. 

While human error is 
a large part of baseball, 
it should only be on the 
player’s part of things. It 
should not affect a judge’s 
perspective if possible. In 
my opinion, anyone who 
says this wouldn’t be a 
good change was probably 
a pitcher at some point in 
their lives. 

Lastly, a universal 
designated hitter has also 
been proposed within the 
MLB, which would allow 
teams to use someone else 
other than their pitcher 
of the day to take the 
ninth spot in the lineup. 
It only makes sense to let 
someone who can actually 
hit to be in the lineup and 
not someone who spends 
so much time practicing 
other things that they 
don’t have time to hit. It 
would also more likely 
than not give more jobs to 
reliable hitters who aren’t 
as reliable in the field. 
However, it also wouldn’t 
hurt to teach pitchers how 
to swing a bat. 

see CHANGES page 10 



Tennis wraps regular season 

Hannah Chaffee 
SPORTS WRITER 

Tennis season at Jones is now 
coming to an end as the Bobcats 
and the Lady Bobcats compete in 
their final games before the state 
tournament. Both teams were 
expected to do great this season, 
and that’s just what they did. They 
both will play in the MACJC Region 
23 Tournament, traveling to Tupelo 
April 10. 

On the ladies’ side, they opened up 
the season with a win against East 
Central. The ending score was 7-2. 
They continued to have victories 

Sophomore Kaitlyn Craig returns a ball during a home match. Photo by Bailey Morris see TENNIS page 10 



Jones baseball seeks the big win 


Dylan Jones 

SPORTS WRITER 

Several weeks have 
passed, and not only is 
the Jones baseball team 
in playoff contention, but 
they are one of the best 
in the country. They have 
been ranked as high as 
#2 in the nation. Even 
after a tough few games 
as the season nears the 
end, it would be foolish 
to think Jones couldn’t 
make a run for the national 
championship. It isn’t too 


late to regain composure, 
and players such as 
sophomore outfielder 
Brandon Hale know this. 

“We have a little time 
between series now to rally 
the troops and figure it all 
out,” said Hale. “We are a 
band of brothers. We play 
out of love for the game 
and for one another.” 

Jones played some of 
their best baseball early on 
in the season, earning wins 
against top-ranked teams 

see BASEBALL page 10 



Hunter Eldridge, JC freshman, pitches on the home field. 

Photo by Lauryn Jemison 


Singleterry bats through sophomore year 



JC sophomore, Singleterry, sports her 
JC home jersey. Photo by Bailey Morris 


Hannah Chaffee 

SPORTS WRITER 

Sophomore Mollie Singleterry is 
finishing her second year as a softball 
player for Jones. 

She has been playing t-ball since the 
age of four and softball since the age 
of six. Ever since then she has been 
playing every season. Singleterry 
has played for Dixie Youth and ASA 
leagues, and travel teams such as Gulf 
Coast Hurricanes, and Gulf Coast 
Storm. She went to Wayne County 
High School, where she played as a 
Lady YellowJacket. 

Singleterry attended several 


softball camps sponsored by Jones 
and played in the All Star game that 
took place at Jones. Her senior year 
in high school she dual enrolled at 
the college, taking Comp 1, Comp 2, 
and College Algebra. She also knew 
people who attended Jones and 
played softball, so the environment 
was very familiar to her. 

When deciding where to go to 
school, she knew she wanted to play 
for coaches who would push her to 
be the best player she could be and 
challenge her every single day. She 
knew Jones was the school to do 


see SINGLETERRY page 10 



The Pick Six 


This month our very own Radionian staff will be predicting games from MLB and local universities. The predictors will 
be Olivia Ward, Baylee Walter, Hannah Chaffee, Dylan Jones, Hannah Morgan and Eric Sheppard. 


< a. 

Red Sox vs 
Rays 

Dodgers vs 
Brewers 

Pillies vs Mets 

Yankees vs 
Angels 

Braves vs Reds 

MSU vs Ole 
Miss 

USM vs Middle 
TN. 


Olivia Ward 


Red Sox 
Dodgers 
Phillies 
Yankees 
Braves 
MSU 
USM 


Baylee Walter 


Red Sox 
Dodgers 
Phillies 
Yankees 
Braves 
MSU 
USM 


Hannah Chaffee 


Red Sox 
Dodgers 
Mets 
Yankees 
Braves 
Ole Miss 
USM 


Dylan Jones 


Red Sox 
Brewers 
Phillies 
Yankees 
Reds 
Ole Miss 
USM 


Hannah Morgan 


Red Sox 
Dodgers 
Mets 
Yankees 
Braves 
MSU 
USM 


Eric Sheppard 


Red Sox 
Dodgers 
Mets 
Yankees 
Braves 
Ole Miss 
Middle TN 
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Billie Eilish channels inner 
demons in her new album 


Jordan Butler 
STAFF WRITER 

Billie Eilish finally 
released her debut album 
“WHEN WE ALL FALL 
ASLEEP, WHERE DO WE 
GO?” March 29, and it is 
full of bass, creep-factor 
and smooth melody. From 
monstrous tunes to slow 
ballads, Eilish’s album is 
packed full of synesthesia, 
apparently about her 
dreams and what goes on 
deep in her mind. 

“!!!!!!!” is the first track 
on the album which 
features a goofy Eilish 
talking about taking out 
her Invisalign to make 
the album along with her 
brother Finneas. Long¬ 
time listeners of Eilish’s 
EP and various singles 
admire the addition, 
and new listeners are 
welcomed to a laid-back 
side of the 17-year-old. 
“bad guy” is second on the 
album with an undeniable 
catchy beat that talks 
about Eilish’s submission 
and fleeting dominance in 
a relationship. The song is 
sardonic and so elevated 
and powerful, listeners 
will want to keep it on 
repeat as long as possible. 

“xanny” is packed with 
blasting bass and Eilish’s 
vocals fading in and out 
of the echo, and the song 
elaborates on her being 
the only sober person at 
a party, “you should see 
me in a crown” bellows 
Eilish’s smooth cadence 
with a heavy beat that 
can make the listener feel 


empowered. The next 
song, “all the good girls 
go to hell” introduces the 
creep factor in the album 
that features more of the 
singer’s vocals fading in 
and out with the jazzy and 
hyper-modern sound. 

Lyrics are anything but 
lacking in “wish you were 
gay,” which also features 
a background crowd that 
spontaneously laughs and 
cheers with Eilish’s simple 
yet complex sound, “when 
the party’s over” drips 
with softness and deeper 
meaning that pulls in 
listeners and completely 
devours them. 

“8” features light 
acoustics with a 
complementary beat with 
a quite literal crescendo 
and descendo of Eilish’s 
voice reaching inflated 
points then returning to 
normal. With “The Office” 
dialogue spontaneously 
added into the next song 
at its long pauses, “my 
strange addiction” takes 
on an electrically muted 
sound with prominent 
tempo and a head- 
nodding beat. 

“bury a friend” is perhaps 
Eilish’s most hair-raising 
song on the album which 
features acoustics of the 
same description, an 
ominous and terrifying 
beat and twisted lyrics. 
The music video for 
this song is nightmare- 
inducing yet incredibly 
beautiful because it 
captures Eilish’s creative 
juices and what exactly 
the young singer is 


capable of conveying. 

“bury a friend” smoothly 
transitions into “ilomilo,” a 
song based on the singer’s 
favorite video game as 
a kid, which focused on 
two characters going on a 
journey with no real prize 
at the end, just them 
hugging. The song clearly 
echoes the video game 
effect as it sounds exactly 
like one. 

“listen before i go” is 
when the album takes 
on a much more somber 
sound as a mournful 
ballad that proves the 
singer’s vocals and 
meaning in her songs, 
“i love you” features 


somber acoustics 

with raw emotion that 
brings listeners to tears, 
“goodbye” is fittingly 
named as the last song 
on the album, and it is so 
angelically ominous and 
foreboding, listeners just 
have to close their eyes 
to take in this dense yet 
simple melody. 

Eilish’s album in no 
way disappoints with its 
unique sound and intense 
ambiance. The debut 
album perfectly captures 
what the singer is vocally 
capable of, and listeners 
are able to peer into 
the method behind her 
madness. 



Jones sophomore Tyra Prentiss enjoys Billie Eilish’s new 
album. Photo by Bailey Morris 


Crash 

from page 3 

and has confirmed that he 
completed the necessary 
training and was approved 
by the U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration to fly the 
737. 

However, in a statement 
with The New York 
Times, chief executive 
of Ethiopian Airline’s 
Dennis Muilenburg 

said, “In accordance 
with international 

protocol all inquiries 
about the ongoing 
accident investigation 


must be directed to the 
investigating authorities, 
and the company 
is working with the 
authorities to evaluate 
new information as it 
becomes available.” 

In order to get all the 
information, investigators 
have to examine both 
planes’ black boxes. Black 
boxes are used as an 
inflight data recorder and 
cockpit voice recorder. 

In an interview with 
Wired.com, aviation 
consultant Kit Darby 
said, “You know what 
happened to the airplane 


physically.” With both 
the inflight recorder and 
cockpit voice recorder, 
investigators are able to 
determine the reason why 
the plane crashed. 

Unfortunately, 
investigators examining 
the contents of the 
black box can take up 
to 18 months. With this 
time delay, some airlines 
haven’t stopped using 
the model plane. Even 
when other countries 
were grounding the 
plane, American Airlines 
continued the use of the 
Boeing 737 Max 8. This 


had passengers terrified 
to fly. In an interview 
with “Fortune,” Kelly 
Starr revealed that when 
she requested to change 
flights they required her 
to pay a $1,636 fee, even 
with the fear of another 
crash. 

Thankfully, President 
Donald Trump grounded 
all of these model planes. 
In an interview with 
USA Today, Trump said 
that it “was important 
psychologically to ground 
the 737’s.” This put the 
people’s mind at ease who 
were traveling. 


DNA 

from page 3 


one actually reads those. 
Three parts of the terms to 
analyze are the worldwide 
license to use your DNA, 
your DNA may be used 
against “you or a genetic 
relative” and a waiver of 
legal rights. 

The worldwide license 
to use your DNA basically 
reflects that if the 
database wants to use 
your DNA in any way like 


previously stated, they 
can. The fact that you or 
your DNA could be used 
against you is another 
scary part. Basically, the 
database could sell your 
DNA to, for example, 
an insurer, and it could 
prevent you from getting 
coverage; this could 
affect a genetic relative as 
well. The waiver of legal 
rights is exactly what it 
sounds like: you submit to 
some of your legal rights 
being relinquished if law 
enforcement wanted to 


use your DNA, which, for 
the record, is common. 

In 2017, Ancestry 
received 34 law 
enforcement requests and 
agreed to provide data to 
31 of them, according to 
washingtonpost.com. In 
fact, Ancestry is not the 
only database guilty of 
this. For a database similar 
to Ancestry, GEDmatch. 
com, an investigator can 
upload anonymous DNA 
results or data to the 
database and see how they 
compare to the results. 


GEDmatch.com was also 
made to help people 
connect their family trees 
just like Ancestry. 

Ancestry.com came 
out with a statement 
saying they do not claim 
ownership rights to 
anyone’s DNA, and they 
even updated their Terms 
of Service. Does that even 
really matter anymore? 
Millions are still strongly 
apprehensive about what 
exactly the database did, 
does or could do with DNA 
in the database. 


Scam 

from page 3 

authorities said Mr. 
Singer used The Key and 
its nonprofit arm, Key 
Worldwide Foundation, 
which is based in Newport 
Beach, Calif., to help 
students cheat on their 
standardized tests, and to 
pay bribes to the coaches 
who could get them into 
college with fake athletic 
credentials.” 

These parents have 
included celebrities like 
“Full House” actress Lori 
Loughlin and her fashion 
designer husband 

Mossimo Giannulli. 

Actress Felicity Huffman, 
and TPG partner William 
E. McGlashan Jr. were also 
involved. 

These parents paid 
anywhere from $200,000 
to $1 million in order to 
cheat the already broken 
college admissions system. 


“The real victims 
in this case are the 
hardworking students” 
who were displaced in 
the admissions process by 
“far less qualified students 
and their families who 
simply bought their way 
in,” the United States 
Attorney for the District 
of Massachusetts, Andrew 
E. Lelling said to the New 
York Times. 

The college admissions 
process is already wildly 
difficult and incredibly 
unfair to many. It is further 
unfair that these parents 
are buying their child’s way 
into these schools. It’s 
especially unfair when the 
children of the rich don’t 
even care about attending 
college. These wealthy 
students are now taking 
the place of students that 
worked to get there. The 
saying is “work hard, and 
the work will pay off,” not 
“just pay the way in.” 


Attack 

from page 3 

peaceful nature and 
statistically low level of 
gun violence. However, 
directly after the mosque 
shootings that devastated 
families and fellow 
worshippers, lawmakers 
saw that their gun laws 
were not strict enough. 
So, merely three days after 
the attack, Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern said “Our 
gun laws will change,” 
according to vox.com. 

New Zealand currently 
holds the running statistic 
that one gun is owned for 
every four people. If you 
look at this compared 
to other countries like 
the US, who for every 
100 people there are 90 
firearms, these statistics 
are pretty good. However, 
the government in New 
Zealand saw this was not 
good enough, and made 
the right decision to 
quickly change that. Now, 
some are wondering when 
other countries, namely 
the US, will change their 
gun laws. 

New Zealand lawmakers 
just backed an important 
bill April 2 to ban semi 


automatic rifles such as 
those used in the mosque 
shootings. This is just one 
bill of three that needs to 
be backed in order for the 
ban to become effective. 
Of the 120 lawmakers in 
Parliament, one lawmaker 
opposed, according to 
usatoday.com. 

In 2018 alone, the United 
States totaled 340 mass 
shootings according to 
the Gun Violence Archive. 
The qualitative data is 
staggering, and even 
more frightening, these 
numbers are a decrease 
from the previous year. 
There are still no reformed 
gun laws in the country. 

For New Zealand, the 
last mass shooting the 
country faced was in 1997 
with a death toll of six, 
according to theatlantic. 
com. It took one mass 
shooting in 22 years for 
New Zealand government 
to make a change, and 
this quick alteration is 
admirable. Something just 
does not add up here, and 
who knows how many 
more shootings must take 
place for the United States 
government to actively 
do something about the 
gun deaths that take place 
each year. 


Viewpoint 

from page 3 

whistleblowers. 

An article from ExpoLink. 
com reads “Public 
declaration of malpractice 
from a whistleblower 
can undoubtedly damage 
share prices, revenues and 
personal reputations.” 

There are also instances 
in which whistleblowers 
like Gregory Hicks take 
a risk to open up about 
tragic events that could 
have been prevented. In 
2013, Hicks spoke about the 
terror attack in Benghazi 
that sparked controversy 
when no military backup 
was deployed to aid the U.S 


soldiers and ambassador. 

“I don’t know why the 
‘Calvary’ didn’t come,” said 
Hicks in an interview with 
Fox News Insider. 

Hicks did the right thing in 
talking about the mistakes 
on the U.S. government’s 
part, but he still caused 
damages to the Obama 
Administration and Former 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton. If the truth is out 
there, then damages to the 
guilty party are a necessary 
sacrifice. Damage without 
information is the only real 
issue, and this issue occurs 
when the public only 
knows the names of the 
whistleblowers or enough 
of the report to have witty 
political conversations. 


Whistle 

from page 3 

court-martialed for 

documents she leaked to 
WikiLeaks in 2013. 

Today there is 

information that is only 
being released to the public 
through whistleblowing. 
The current administration 
has had its problems 
with keeping information 
from the public as well as 
misconstruing information 
to make things look 
differently. Whistleblowers 
in the White House have 
allowed the public to 


see through the lies and 
misinformation to know 
what is going on. 

Although 
whistleblowers may be 
infuriating to some, they 
are important to making 
sure that information is 
out in the open. Without 
them, the public would 
be in the dark about the 
issues going on behind 
the scenes. There will 
always be secrets that the 
government doesn’t want 
the citizens of a country to 
know. The whistle blowers 
take it upon themselves to 
expose that information 
for the good of the 


country. TheseResearch 
published a paper in 2012 
stating that, “States that 
passed ‘shall-issue’ laws 
between 1988 and 2010 
had a 2 percent or more 
increase in the murder 
rate and at least 9 percent 
increases in rates of 
rape, aggravated assault, 
robbery, auto theft, 
burglary and larceny.” 
Instead of these statistics 
showing a positive effect 
of concealed carry laws, 
they show the opposite. 

Carrying concealed 
weapons can allow people 
in verbal altercations to 
escalate those to lethal 


ones. The Law Center 
to Prevent Gun Violence 
said, “members of the 
public who carry guns 
risk escalating everyday 
disagreements into public 
shootouts, especially in 
places where disputes 
frequently occur-in 
bars, at sporting events 
or in traffic.” An incident 
occurred in 2014 where 
a man with a concealed 
carry permit shot another 
man in a movie theatre in 
a simple dispute. 

The safety of the public 
should be left to those that 
are professionally trained 
rather than the citizens. 


Those with concealed 
carry permits may take it 
upon themselves to use a 
firearm in a situation that 
should involve emergency 
responders. In several 
states, like Georgia, 
Maryland, Alaska, Arizona, 
Wyoming and Vermont, 
little to no training is 
needed to receive a 
concealed carry permit. 

Police Chief Mark Shauf 
said, “As police officers, 
we’re required to have 
training before we get our 
weapons and a certain 
number of training hours 
throughout the year. If 
we have to be trained, it 


would only make sense 
that a person in the public 
would want to be trained, 
as well.” 

Concealed carry 

permits allow people to 
carry firearms in public 
without others knowing. 
These hidden weapons 
can quickly cause danger 
to others if someone 
wishes to use them. These 
permits should not be 
allowed for the safety of 
the public. It is the job of 
the military and police to 
carry weapons to protect 
citizens, not the job of the 
citizens themselves. 
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King Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 — up (invigo¬ 
rates) 

5 Alphabet start 

8 "Pygmalion" 
writer 

12 Spine compo¬ 
nent 

14 Unadulterated 

15 Language of 
Zagreb 

16 Rod's partner 

17 Cudgel 

18 Wedding- 
related 

20 Pirate flag 
symbol 

23 Tempo 

24 Grow weary 

25 AT&T com¬ 
petitor 

28 Coatrack 
piece 

29 Oyster's gift 

30 Mediterran¬ 
ean, for one DOWN 


32 Porch 

1 

Piping materi¬ 

34 Blueprint 


al, for short 

35 "Sad to say 

2 

Always, to a 

ii 


poet 

36 Combination 

3 

Paid athlete 

of tones 

4 

Horse's hang¬ 

37 Desert fox 


out 

40 — carte 

5 

Somewhat 

41 Out of 

6 

Lingerie item 

control 

7 

Capital of 

42 Exact 


Australia 

47 Streamlet 

8 

Perfume 

48 Taboo 


application 

49 A Great Lake 

9 

Colored 


10 Neighbor¬ 

29 

Wan 

hood 

31 

Additionally 

11 Healthy 

33 

Irritate 

13 And others 

34 

Lighthouse of 

(Lat.) 


Alexandria 

19 Bar 

36 

Organization 

20 Fuel additive 

37 

Passenger's 

brand 


payment 

21 Capital of 

38 

Eastern 

Ukraine 


potentate 

22 Incite 

39 

— me tangere 

23 Rosary com¬ 

40 

Farm mea¬ 

ponents 


sure 

25 Large blood 

43 

Animation 

vessel 


frame 

26 Capital of 

44 

Consumed 

Norway 

45 

Golf gadget 

27 Approach 

46 

Conclusion 


i 

2 

3 

* 

■ 

r 

6 

H 


8 

9 

10 

11 

12 




13 





4 




15 









s 





17 



■ 


19 





20 

21 

22 



■ 

23 

r 






24 




■ 

F 





26 

Z7\ 


28 



■ 

29 





■ 

30 


31 


32 


33 





■ 

134 







35 




■ 

CO 

CO 





37 

38 

39 




■ 

140 




41 




U 

42 

43 




44 

45 

46 

47 





48 




L 




49 



J 


50 


J 

u 






50 Beer cousin 

51 Start a garden 
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GO FIGURE! by Linda Thistle 


The idea of Go Figure is to arrive 
at the figures given at the bot¬ 
tom and right-hand columns of 
the diagram by following the 
arithmetic signs in the order 
they are given (that is, from left 
to right and top to bottom). Use 
only the numbers below the 
diagram to complete its blank 
squares and use each of the 
nine numbers only once. 


DIFFICULTY: ★★ 


★ Moderate ★★ Difficult 
★ ★★GO FIGURE! 
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■ 

y 

■ 

y 

H 


123467899 
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Weekly SUDOKU 


by Linda Thistle 


4 



8 



7 





7 



4 



8 


9 



1 



5 




2 



7 


9 



8 


9 

6 


3 



3 



2 





1 



3 



2 

5 




6 


4 




1 


1 




5 




3 


Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and 
each small 9-box square contains all of the 
numbers from one to nine. 


DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ♦♦♦ 


♦ Moderate ♦♦ Challenging 
♦ ♦♦ HOO BOY! 

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc. 


MAGIC MAZE 


i 

AMY 
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T 
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C 
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X 

G R E 

H 

S 

I 

F 

W V 

T 

J 

L 

S 

R 

P 

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all 
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally 


Adams 

Brenneman 

Fisher 

Grant 

Irving 

Jo Johnson 
Lee 

Lowell 


Poehler 

Pond 

Ryan 

Sedaris 

Smart 

Tan 

Winehouse 
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Out on a Limb 


by Gary Kopervas 


How Mfat 

GETS 

fAA F$EL\7E0. 



Trivia Test 


by Fifi Rodriguez 

1. GEOGRAPHY: The 
ancient city-state of 
Tenochtitlan once existed 
at the same site as what 
major world city? 

2. ANATOMY: In humans, 
which gland regulates 
metabolism? 

3. HISTORY: Which 
astronaut stayed aboard 
the Apollo 11 command 
service module while Neil 
Armstrong and BuzzAldrin 
walked on the moon in 
1969? 

4. LITERATURE: What was 
the working title of “The 
Secret Garden”? 

5. FAMOUS QUOTES: What 
modern novelist once 
wrote, “It is our choices... 
that show what we truly 
are, far more than our 
abilities”? 

6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: The 
wombat is a native of what 
country? 


7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Which major U.S. cities did 
Route 66 connect? 

8. LANGUAGE: What is a 
plage? 

9. TELEVISION: Who played 
the Enterprise captain in 
the TV series “Star Trek: 
The Next Generation”? 

10. ART: In what city is 
the Van Gogh Museum 
located? 

Answers 

1. Mexico City 

2. Thyroid 

3. Michael Collins 

4. “Mistress Mary” 

5. J.K. Rowling, in “Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets” 

6. Australia 

7. Chicago and Los Angeles 

8. A beach 

9. Patrick Stewart 

10. Amsterdam 

(c) 2018 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 


Strange 

by Samantha Weaver 

-It was 19th-century 
English naturalist and 
biologist Charles Darwin 
who made the following 
sage observation: “It is 
not the strongest of the 
species that survive, nor 
the most intelligent, but 
the one most responsive to 
change” 

-In 1950,70 percent of all 
the cars, buses and trucks 
in the world could be found 
in the United States. 

-On at least one early map 
of the New World you’ll 
see the name “Codfish 
Country” on the area now 
known as the United States. 

-Statisticians claim that the 
more money a man makes, 
the more likely he is to 
cheat on his spouse. 

-In Nazi Germany it was 
illegal to name a horse 
Adolph 


but True 

-The Girl Scouts have a 
new badge they’re offering: 
cybersecurity. The national 
organization worked with 
a security company to 
come up with a curriculum, 
and now Girl Scouts 
everywhere can earn a 
badge for learning about 
cyberattacks, online safety 
and computer networks. 

-Farmers in Turkey marched 
on both the American and 
Soviet embassies in 1967, 
demanding reparations 
for crops that they lost 
to floods. Why were the 
Americans and Soviets to 
blame for floods in Turkey? 
The farmers claimed that 
the flights of spacecraft 
created “holes in the sky.” 

Thought for the Day: “The 
first symptom of love in a 
young man is timidity; in 
a girl, boldness.” -- Victor 
Hugo 

(c) 2018 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 


Just Like Cats Sc Dogs by Dave T. Phipps 
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Nicole Gandy, who is legally blind, enjoys making her own 
art. This ability surprises many. Photos by Bailey Morris 


Gandy overcomes, 
meets her goals 


Duran finds education, 
opportunity in America 



Otoniel Duran holds a flag from his home, the Dominican Republic. Photo submitted 


Bailey Morris 

BOBCAT PRESS EDITOR 

Nicole Gandy was born 
legally blind but that hasn’t 
let that stop her from 
accomplishing her goals, 
which range from drawing 
to barrel racing. Though 
Gandy was born blind, she 
can see general shapes and 
colors but no details. 

“You know how pictures 
are in really sharp focus 
and paintings aren’t? It’s 
kind of like a painting,” said 
Gandy. 

Before attending JC, 
Gandy graduated from 
Quitman High School. 
After graduation, she 
attended Addie Mcbryde 
Rehabilitation Center for 
the Blind. 

“I chose Jones because my 
sister, Madison, attended 
here and it’s just the right 
amount of distance away 
from home,” said Gandy. 

Jones Hall is the main 
building where most 
students attend their 
classes. For new students, 
getting lost in Jones Hall 
is normal. Gandy uses a 
cane to help make her way 
around campus. Her cane 
helps her to not run into 
people or objects that may 
be in her pathway and to 
find stairs or curbs. 

“I got lost three times in 
Jones Hall in one day,” said 
Gandy. 

Growing up in a family 
with mostly boys, Gandy 
found herself playing 
outside with them, 
specifically playing 


baseball. 

“My parents didn’t let 
me be the ‘blind girl.’ They 
made me wash dishes 
and play sports with my 
brothers,” said Gandy. 

Outside of JC, Gandy 
enjoys barrel racing. Her 
family owns seven horses, 
and her horse is named 
Rocket. Gandy grew up 
barrel racing and has been 
doing it since she was 4. 
In addition, Gandy teaches 
children how to ride horses 
and barrel race. 

“It scares my parents 
because I can’t see the 
barrel until I get right to 
it,” she said. “I have been 
trying to learn how to 
stand up while riding on 
the horse.” 

In addition to barrel 
racing, Gandy has a talent 

see GANDY page 10 



Julia Berry 

FEATURES EDITOR 

Overcoming trials is 
a task that may seem 
impossible at times. 
Depending on how one 
looks at a trial determines 
the outcome. For Jones 
College freshman, Otoniel 
Duran, trials are simply 
obstacles to get over in 
order to fulfill the task. 

“A dream of mine was 
to play basketball in the 
States and it happened,” 
said Duran. 

In Otoniel’s home 

country of the Dominican 
Republic, he worked 
as a translator for an 
organization known as 
Global Effect. The director 
of operations, David West, 
helped make Duran’s 

dream come true at the 
age of 16. 

“He knew my desire to 
come to the U.S. for better 
opportunities and better 
education,” said Duran. 

Upon arriving in the 

States, Duran started 

school at Presbyterian 
Christian School in 
Hattiesburg. He played 
basketball for PCS his 
junior and senior year. He 
wanted to play basketball 
in college, but when that 
did not work out he started 
setting his mind on other 
goals. 

Duran currently serves 
as the freshman class 
president, and he was 
recently elected as the 
2019-2020 president of 


Out of School Youth 
Coordinator Jennifer 
Hughes has seen several 
students who come to 
Jones College seeking 
non-traditional assistance. 
Through the Out of School 
Youth Program, students 
like Malinda Johnson can 
get the experience and 
guidance they need to do 
well in school and in the 
workforce. 

Johnson was pulled out 
of public school by her 
parents with the intent to 
be homeschooled. After 
this, Johnson said she 
wanted to attend Jones 
College in the fall of 2018. 
Johnson sought out the 
program in order to get 
her high school diploma 
equivalency and get her 
Smart Start Credential in 


the Student Government 
Association on campus. 
He is also in Honors, Phi 
Theta Kappa and a part of 
the Presidential Advisory 
Task Force. 

Duran has not let 
language barriers and 
culture shock hold him 
back from achieving his 
goals. 

“A big challenge for me 
was being able to read 
a lot of information in 
English in a short period of 
time and fully understand 
what I was reading. That 
was something I had to 
overcome when I got to 
the United States in order 
to not get behind in class,” 


order to enroll in Jones 
College. After qualifying 
for the program with 
her two sisters, Johnson 
completed it and enrolled 
in Jones College for the 
spring semester. 

“We teach employability 
skills, how to write 
resumes, how to get a 
job and keep a job,” said 
Hughes. 

The OSY program 
offers lessons in financial 
literacy, mock job 
interviews, educational 
testing and work 
readiness assessments. 
The program itself is very 
incentive based and the 
enrollees are rewarded for 
each milestone they reach 
and each confirmation of 
improvement. 

“We help pay for their 
testing fees while they’re 
in the program and 
they get transportation 


said Duran. 

He had to adjust to a 
new language and slang 
in order to get where he 
is now. Through a lot of 
discipline and studying, he 
was able to overcome this 
challenge. 

“My accent makes 
it hard for people to 
understand me at times, 
but I’ve picked up on slang 
and certain phrases. I had 
to improve my vocabulary 
and learn new sayings 
such as ma’am, crawfish, 
camo and redneck,” said 
Duran. 

JC has played a big role 
in helping Duran create 
relationships and prepare 


assistance, so it helps 
them to not have to worry 
about so much with school 
and work,” said Hughes. 

There is a year-long 
period after completion 
that the program officials 
call to check in on the 
former participants 

once a month. In this 
time after “graduation,” 
the participant must be 
enrolled in school or at 
least working. Hughes 
said that Johnson worked 
well in the courses 
provided and that she had 
great attendance, so her 
enrollment at Jones went 
smoothly. 

“The last time I spoke 
with Malinda, she seemed 
to be doing just fine,” said 
Hughes. 

The Out of School 
Youth Program caters to 
those between the ages 
of 16 and 24 and is based 


him for a university. He 
enjoys the classroom 
setting and the teachers in 
the classroom. 

“Jones has helped me 
socialize in order to form 
new relationships, and the 
professors help me excel 
academically,” said Duran. 

After Jones, he plans 
to attend the University 
of Southern Mississippi 
where he will pursue a 
degree in polymer science. 
Despite the barriers and 
trials Duran has to face, he 
continues to be successful. 
Duran chooses to take 
his trials and use them to 
his advantage in order to 
accomplish his goals. 


in both Waynesboro and 
Leakesville. For those 
who are interested in this 
program or who know 
someone who needs the 
assistance, there are 
several ways to qualify. 
Automatic qualifications 
include not having a 
high school diploma or 
equivalency, having food 
stamps, having a disability 
and being a single parent 
or being pregnant. 
Potential enrollees can still 
qualify with a high school 
diploma or GED so long as 
they receive low income. 

With success stories 
like Johnson’s, there is no 
reason not to contact the 
program officials through 
email or phone call to 
inquire about qualification. 
This program has helped 
many before and will 
continue to grow and help 
others grow and succeed. 


Out of School Youth Program offers 
qualified students employability skills 

Alyssa Pearce 

NEWS EDITOR 


Biloxi 

from page 4 

Dedwylder as Don Carney 
and Jones Director of 
Human Resources Luke 
Hammonds as Sgt. Toomey. 

Youngblood joined his 
cast as Joseph Wykowski, 
and Jones alumnus Josh 
Crosby played James 
Hennessey. Youngblood’s 
son, Luke, snagged the 
lead role of Eugene, and 
the other cast members 
included Cameron Glenn, 
a junior at South Jones, 
as Arnold Epstein; Susie 
Rogers as Daisy; and 
Christy Liverett, a former 
JC teacher, as lady of the 
night Rowena. 

Youngblood chose the 
production of Biloxi Blues 


because he directed the 
first in the “Eugene Trilogy” 
last season and wanted to 
see the character on stage 
again. 

The vice president has 
been involved with the 
Laurel Little Theatre 
since 2006, when he first 
decided to audition for 
a show. He snagged that 
role and has been involved 
ever since. In fact, this is 
his third and final year to 
serve as president of the 
LLT Board. 

Through the years with 
the theatre, he added 
directing to his list of 
talents, and it’s something 
he really enjoys. 

“When I read a script, 
I see in my mind how it 
should be portrayed on 


stage; it is hard to describe 
the reward of seeing that 
vision come to life,” he said. 
“But, working with a cast for 
three months is the biggest 
reason I direct. Having a 
talented coachable cast 
like the Biloxi Blues cast is 
a director’s dream.” 

Everyone involved in 
production put in a lot 
of work to make sure the 
play was a success, with 
preparation beginning last 
year. Sets were built over 
Christmas holidays and 
auditions began in mid- 
January. 

In the beginning, three 
cast members dropped 
out of production, which 
is the reason Youngblood 
is acting on stage rather 
than solely working behind 


the scenes. While it is 
unfortunate to lose cast 
members, this made it 
possible for more Jones 
names to appear in the 
show. 

“You pray you have 
enough talent show up,” 
said Youngblood. 

Thankfully, several 
talented cast members 
joined the production of 
Biloxi Blues and brought 
Jones’ name to the 
forefront of local theatre. 

Dedwylder had never 
performed in a show 
before Youngblood asked 
him to be a part of the 
cast. Dedwylder said he 
had made a New Year’s 
resolution to get out of 
his comfort zone, and he 
thought performing in 


Biloxi Blues would do that. 

“The experience has 
been therapeutic!” said the 
dean. “We have a great cast 
and the synergy has been 
fantastic!” 

An added bonus to 
the administrators 

working together on the 
performance has been that 
of increased camaraderie. 

“Working with Luke 
and Jason on Biloxi 
has strengthened our 
friendship by having a 
common goal outside of 
work,” said Youngblood. 
“Giving back and 
volunteering add value to 
that part, and standing 
side-by-side with 

colleagues makes the 
effort even richer.” 

Dedwylder said that 


the experience has been 
amazing. 

“From the director 
and assistant director, to 
all support provided by 
volunteers, to the cast, 
being a part of Biloxi Blues 
has been remarkable,” he 
said. “I look forward to 
the continued friendships 
made through the show 
and continuing to support 
the mission of Laure Little 
Theatre.” 

A story like Biloxi Blues 
that takes on the challenge 
of discussing social issues 
like racism, bigotry and 
gender inclusion takes 
strong leads and stronger 
devotion to be a success. 
Luckily, Youngblood and 
company have filled those 
shoes quite nicely. 


Follow the online student newspaper at www.bobcatpress.com 
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Jones College engineering student, Layne Loftin (center) 
received a scholarship from the Mississippi Professional 
Engineering Society. Pictured left to right is Jason 
Coleman P.E., President of the Mississippi Professional 
Engineering Society, Loftin, and JC physics instructor 
Mary Boleware. Photo by Teresa McCreery 


Tennis 

from page 6 

after victories, only losing 
one match of the season 
so far. They are currently 
No. 18 and have the record 
of 17-1. The Lady Bobcats 
are expected to be the 
number one or two team 
in the state tournament 
depending on the draws 
they get between Co-Lin 
or Meridian. They said 
they have been preparing 
to win in the state 
tournament all year so 
they really look forward to 
competing. Lady Bobcat, 
Danielle Viljoen has shown 
the most improvement of 


Singleterry 

from page 6 

that. She also thought 
of how Jones was the 
2018 NJCAA National 
Champions. 

“I wanted to be a part of 
a winning program, and 
that is exactly what Jones 
is,” said Singleterry. 

Being a part of such 
a great program was 
the goal, and she got a 
scholarship for her ACT 
score and an athletic 
scholarship to play softball 
for the Lady Bobcats so 
she could do so. Being 
a part of the softball 
program for two years, 
she has seen that the 
softball program at Jones 
has a tradition of winning. 


the season on the ladies’ 
side, but all of the players 
have been a key to their 
success. 

“Across the board 
they’re all good. They’re all 
warriors,” said head tennis 
coach Brooks Buffington. 

The men’s tennis team 
has also been having 
a great season. They 
opened up the season 
beating East Central 
Community College 8-1. 
The Bobcats are currently 
No. 24, with the record of 
14-5. The Bobcats showed 
a good turn around, losing 
to Meridian the first 
time around and beating 
them the second time. 
The Bobcats also played 


She loves that their 
coaches hold them all to 
a very high standard and 
expect nothing less than 
the best from them. Also, 
she loves that everyone 
on her team holds each 
other accountable every 
day and has the same 
mindset for their goal. 

“Coach Chris Robinson, 
Bob Herrington, and Tori 
Dew are phenomenal 
coaches and even more 
phenomenal people. They 
take care of us as if we are 
their own. To me, they 
play a huge part in why 
Ellisville, Miss, is such 
an incredible place,” said 
Singleterry. 

Jones has brought 
Singleterry many lifelong 
friends. Since August, she 


Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College who 
were undefeated, but the 
Bobcats gave them their 
first loss 5-4. Last year’s 
team were all freshmen. 
This year it is about 
50% freshmen and 50% 
sophomores, and that 
experience has helped the 
team. The Bobcats are the 
number 3 or 4 team in the 
state tournament. They 
are working to break into 
the top three to get to 
nationals. Although they 
are on the outside looking 
in, they know they could 
have a chance to win state. 

“There has been 
improvement from the 
first half of the season into 


has met “many wonderful 
people.” she said 
teammates, specifically, 
have brought so much joy 
into her life. She feels as if 
each one of them shines 
her light in her own way, 
and she could not be 
more thankful for them. 
She said being in the 
atmosphere has taught 
her the true meaning of 
family. She was shown 
that everybody is truly 
one big family when 
she saw how supportive 
different sports are for 
each other. 

“Getting to watch 
and support both the 
basketball and soccer 
girls win the State 
Championship here in 
Ellisville was my most 


the second, and from the 
fall to the spring. We are 
definitely a better team, 
which again is the key for 
us, always getting better,” 
said Buffington. 

The Lady Bobcats and 
Bobcats will continue to 
play the regular season, 
working hard to come 
out with a win as the 
season ends. Buffington 
is looking to defend his 
second straight MACJC/ 
Region 23 title for the 
lady Bobcats and has 
high hopes and strong 
aspirations for the men. 
They are looking forward 
to the competition and 
being competitive on both 
ends. 


memorable thing. I loved 
getting to watch them as 
they made it all the way 
to the top. I cannot wait 
for the moment when it 
will be our turn to hold up 
that trophy and for them 
to celebrate with us,” said 
Singleterry. 

Jones being close 
to home, having small 
classes and a homey 
atmosphere has made 
Singleterry’s transition to 
college a very easy one. 
Her teammates, coaches 
and fellow students have 
shown her that Jones 
is a great place to be. 
Singleterry is glad she 
chose Jones as her home 
and will always remember 
it as she proceeds to the 
school of her choice. 


Changes 

from page 6 

While several more 
rule changes might be 
proposed, there are 
always people who 
either want the game 
to be just as it was back 


Basketball 

from page 6 

average points per game 
as well as shooting 78% 
from the free throw line. 

Three Lady Bobcats 
were also selected for 
the MACJC Sophomore 
All-Star game: Kyia 
Weathersby from Collins, 
Breonca Ducksworth 
from Taylorsville and 
Maya Jones from 
Flowood. The contest 
was held on April 12 at 
the Brackeen-Wood 
Gymnasium at East 


in 1920 or want it to last 
30 minutes. Both people 
are obviously irrational, 
but some changes just 
make sense. These are 
the changes that need 
to be made that will 
help baseball become a 
better sport. 


Central Community 
College in Decatur. 
Weathersby averaged 

10.6 points and 8.6 
rebounds per game; 
Ducksworth averaged 

9.6 points and 5.0 assists 
per game; and Jones 
averaged in 8.1 points, 5.9 
rebounds and blocked 
shots with 2.8 per game. 
All three girls helped 
the Lady Bobcats to a 
28-3 record this season, 
making this the third 
year with a MACJC title, 
Region 23 championship 
and NJCAA Division I 
Tournament appearance. 


Movie 

from page 5 

American directors, 
but he also changing 
the game for African 
American actors and 
actresses. Peele was also 
a producer on the 2018 
Academy Award winning 
film “BlacKkKlansman,” 
which was another film 
that broke boundaries 


for the African American 
community. 

When it comes down 
to it, Peele is on the fast 
track to becoming this 
generation’s best director 
in the horror genre. His 
mind and eye when it 
comes to filmmaking 
is revolutionary and 
groundbreaking to say 
the least. He will continue 
to work in the field of 
mystery and thriller as he 


becomes the host of CBS’s 
reboot of “The Twilight 
Zone” and he works on 
his inevitable third film 
that will be just as if 
not more successful as 
“Us.” However, Peele will 
also be returning to his 
more lighthearted roots 
of comedy as he will be 
reuniting with his long¬ 
time partner Keegan- 
Michael Key to voice a 
new duo of characters 


named Ducky and Bunny 
in Disney Pixar’s 2019 
summer blockbuster “Toy 
Story 4.” 

Peele is soon to become 
the face of psychological 
thrillers and horror just 
as Hitchcock and Craven 
were before him, but this 
doesn’t mean he should 
be compared to directors 
of the past. Peele is paving 
a new path for the future 
of films yet to come. 


Hussle 

from page 5 

Rappers like Drake, 
Gucci Mane, The Game 
and many more were 
all shocked about the 
rapper’s sudden death. 
J Cole, who was a part 
of XXL Freshman Class 
of 2011 with Hussle, 
posted on his twitter 
saying “it hurt when 
you see peers go.” He is 


survived by the actress 
Lauren London with 
whom he has a child. 
London recently posted 
about her late husband, 
stating, “I’ve lost my 

best friend.I’m lost 

without you.” 

Hussle will be forever 
known as a man of 
change, an opportunist 
of many and a strong 
fearless leader. He 
stayed true to himself 
and the music industry. 


Baseball 

from page 6 

such as LSU-Eunice 
(La.) and Northwest 
Community College. They 
would also have their 
fair share of dramatic 
victories, such as the 
games in the sweep of 
Shelton State Community 
College (Ala.). Jones’ losses 
have also come sparingly, 
as the Bobcats have 


only been swept twice 
all season, both events 
occurring during road 
trips against nationally- 
ranked Itawamba 

Community College and 
East Central Community 
College. 

“We just have to get 
back to playing ball like 
we did the first half of the 
season,” said Hale. “And 
we will.” 

Hale has done his part 
to helping the team 


succeed, as he has led the 
team in runs, doubles and 
walks for large portions 
of the season. Other 
players such as freshman 
outfielder, pitcher and 
“Winnersville” enthusiast 
Bailee Hendon have 
made large contributions 
as well. Hendon has led 
the team in triples and 
batting average. Other 
players worth noting 
are sophomore infielder 
Robbie Woody, who 


has led the team in 
hits, freshman infielder 
O’Neal Burgos, who has 
led the team in RBIs, and 
freshman utility player 
Blake Johnson, who has 
led the team in homeruns. 

The Bobcats are in a 
great position to make 
a run for titles, and all 
it takes is maintaining 
momentum to do so. Fans 
can watch games on jcjc. 
tv or keep up with the box 
score on njcaa.org. 


Gandy 

from page 9 

for art. Gandy was in 
preschool when she 
started drawing horses. 
She discovered her 
talent for art when 
people would tell her 
how good her drawings 
and paintings were. 

“People would ask 
‘How can you draw so 


good?’ and they think it’s 
cool. It’s the opposite of 
what you expect,” said 
Gandy. 

Gandy is majoring 
in social work because 
she will be able to 
help people who are 
experiencing difficulties 
in life. Though life isn’t 
easy being blind, Gandy 
said she enjoys the small 
things in life and her time 
while attending Jones. 


Talk 

from page 5 

The White Walkers, 
ancient ice zombie-like 
creatures, make their first 
appearance in season one. 
A White Walker is spotted 
on the humans’ side of 
the wall, which could be 
nothing but terrifying for 
the people of Westeros. 
The last time a Walker was 
spotted on their side of the 


wall, there was a terrible 
winter that lasted for years. 

Another important 
storyline rises towards 
the end of season one. 
The seven kingdoms of 
Westeros start a never- 
ending war over who will 
hold the monarchy, also 
known as the Iron Throne. 

“I like ‘Game of Thrones’ 
because for the most part, 
the story isn’t as simple 
as good versus evil,” said 


freshman Logan Wilson. 
“There are a lot of different 
types of characters, each 
having their own views and 
beliefs. It makes the show 
more interesting to watch. 
I cannot wait for season 
eight to come out. All I want 
to see is the Mountain and 
the Hound to fight, and I 
will be happy.” 

Season seven ended with 
a gigantic cliffhanger, which 
left fans with multiple 


unanswered questions. 
The biggest shocker being 
Bran Stark, portrayed by 
Isaac Hempstead-Wright, 
revealed that Jon Snow, 
played by Kit Harington, 
could have possible 
birthrights to the throne. 
This could easily cause 
issues with Daenerys 
Targaryen, played by 
Emilia Clarke, Jon’s new 
partner and lover, who also 
has birthright to the Iron 


Throne. 

With so much chaos 
happening among the 
humans, the characters 
would rather not think of 
their enemy in the North. 
The Night King and his 
army destroy the wall in the 
finale of season seven with 
help from an old friend of 
Daenerys. 

“’Game of Thrones’ has 
action, romance, drama and 
suspense. Most importantly 


I like the way it handles 
taboo subjects in our 
society, like sexual abuse 
for example. It has paved 
the way for many other 
shows to do the same,” said 
sophomore Sam Braddock. 

It may be Spring in Jones 
County, but for the people 
of Westeros, Winter is 
coming on April 14. Tune in 
to HBO every Sunday for a 
weekly taste of medieval 
bickering. 


Gone 

from page 5 

The game’s protagonist, 
Deacon St. John, is a 
bounty hunter and drifter 
that forgoes the relative 
safety of the various 
encampments for a life 
on the broken-down road 
atop his customizable 
motorcycle. 

The game, on top 


of allowing players to 
complete objectives 
through a number of ways 
like quiet and calculated 
stealth or a mountain of 
explosives, also features 
a dynamic weather 
system and a day-night 
cycle. This will quickly 
come into play as the 
Freakers, the zombie-like 
enemies that now fill the 
game, are affected by the 
weather. During the day, 


the various infected are 
slow and lethargic, akin 
to how the walkers from 
Techland’s “Dying Light” 
behave. When the sun 
sets, however, just as the 
infected inside the city 
of Harran become much 
more vicious and deadly, 
the Freakers become 
much more aggressive in 
“Days Gone.” 

So far, a number of 
Freaker variants have 


been revealed that will 
have to be contended 
with. From the standard 
Swarmer, which is the 
run-of-the-mill infected, 
to the Newts, infected 
adolescents that stick 
to rooftops unless you 
invade their area or are 
weak, to even infected 
wolves and bears, there 
is no shortage of infected 
for players to fight their 
way through. In addition, 


there are “Hordes,” 
groups of Freakers 
that will range into the 
hundreds, perhaps even 
the thousands. Players 
will have to plan ahead 
to take down these truly 
gargantuan clusters of 
enemies, as going in guns 
blazing will likely see 
Deacon added to their 
ranks. 

Set to release on April 
26 of this year on the 


Playstation 4, “Days Gone” 
will no doubt serve as a 
unique entry in the pool 
of zombie games that 
players have to choose 
from. Additionally, it has 
already been confirmed 
that there will be post¬ 
launch DLC for the game, 
so the game has potential 
to turn into a proper 
action-adventure game 
set during the end of the 
world. 


















APRIL 2019 


■ 




PAGE 11 


Editors’ Perspectives 

The Radionian’s section editors share their experiences overcoming trials, their time at Jones and 
how their role as editor has served them. 


Disney 

from page 4 

research beforehand 
when applying. I suggest 
that others use their 
resources and follow 
recruiters to boost their 
application,” said Eaton. 

The program is open 
to all enrolled college 
students who have 
finished at least one 
semester. The paid 


Equinox 

from page 4 

for a quick energizer on 
the way to the downtown 
nightlife,” said Goss. 

Goss shared an insider 
drink for future customers 
looking for something 
different. The Dirty Nitro 
Chai is made with a cold 
brew from Grin coffee 
roastery, infused with 
nitrogen in a keg. This keg 
is similar to a beer keg, to 
provide the same texture, 
but with a black brewed 
coffee. Seven ounces of 
this is mixed with seven 
ounces of chai and two 
ounces of whole milk. 

“This is one of the best 
drinks I have ever tasted 
in all of my years as a 
barista,” said Goss. 

Along with specialty 


Health 

from page 4 

uninspired, unsupported 
and unappreciated. 

If the person or people 
one is tied to are not 
completely honest, open 
listeners, or are critical 
about everything, it may 
be time to cut the string. 
Students already have 
a heavy load, negativity 
can only add more weight 
to students that are just 
getting a taste of the real 
world. 

“I personally think bad 
relationships can only 
interfere with a student’s 
engagement and detract 


Band 

from page 3 

beautiful recipe of pure 
musical genius. 

The James Rivers Band 
started in November 
of 2017 and has since 
worked on their craft to 
obtain the outstanding 
sound that they produce. 
The band cannot easily be 
defined when it comes to 
their music. While they 
mostly do covers, they 
do plan to venture onto 
making their own songs. 

The type of music that 
the James Rivers Band 


internships last anywhere 
from six to nine months. 
Eaton will end her 
internship this summer 
and begin school at the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi in August. 

“My experience at Jones 
allowed me to reach out 
of my comfort zone and 
apply for this program. 
I have truly enjoyed this 
experience and the magic 
Walt Disney World has to 
offer,” said Eaton. 


drinks, the espressos, 
such as latte or mocha, 
are customer favorites. 
The lattes are made 
with perfectly calibrated 
espresso from Grin coffee 
roastery and sweet, 
steamed milk. The most 
popular bubble tea is the 
Honeydew flavor. This 
is made with honeydew 
flavoring, house-made 
simple syrup, milk and 
ice, which are all blended 
over sweet tapioca pearls. 

Equinox is located 
at 1901 Hardy Street, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 
They are open from 6 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. on weekdays and 
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
weekends. The shop offers 
free wifi and study spaces 
for students to work as 
well as cozy corners for 
friendly conversations. 


from their potential as a 
scholar; no matter male 
or female. Students who 
are serious about their 
academic and technical 
future need to keep a 
perspective on why they 
are attending school,” said 
Visual Arts Department 
chair and Art professor 
Mark Brown. 

College, for the majority, 
is part of a person’s 
journey to finding who 
they are. It can be hard for 
a person to do so if they 
are stuck in an unhealthy 
relationship. Students 
need to be cautious and 
aware of the leeches in 
their life. 


performs spans from 
country and pop, to 
rock and roll. The band 
effortlessly performs 
diverse music all while 
giving each song a special 
flare that could only be 
achieved by the likes 
of performers of their 
level. Even in watching 
only one performance, a 
viewer can see that each 
member serves a crucial 
purpose to the band. 
James Rivers is highly 
motivated by the amount 
of passion each member 
brings into every practice 
and performance. 


I’ve dealt with some sort 
of anxiety issue since I was 
a kid. I didn’t really have a 
name for what it was until 
I was a teenager. Before 
then, it was just, “Oh she’s 
a little quirky.” These issues 
didn’t really take a hold 
of my life until college. 
My sophomore year, in 
particular, has been a rough 
one. 

My first semester of 
my sophomore year went 
downhill fast. In the span of 
two days I went from being 
a fully functioning human 
being to having nearly five 
anxiety attacks daily and 


Trials and triumphs 
are all different based 
on the perspective of 
the person experiencing 
them. A college student, 
a friend and a leader all 
have different perspectives 
on outcomes. A college 
student’s perspective is 
usually school oriented. 
The friend’s perspective is 
a relational and emotional- 
based perspective, and 
a leader’s perspective is 
based off a responsibility 


I wish I had a lot to say 
about overcoming trials 
and tribulations, and I wish 
I could say more about 
how I’ve grown and how 
I’ve experienced the ups 
and downs of life, but I 
really haven’t had much 
to overcome. Sure, I’ve 
had my fair share of family 
dysfunction and lower 
middle-class hardships, 
but nothing has kept me 
from achieving my goals 
and reaching the pinnacle 
of self-actualization that 
only comes by seeing 
oneself. 

Growing up, I was always 
one of the smart kids, and I 
didn’t have to try very hard 
to succeed. I always had 


No matter how cliche it 
sounds, if people would’ve 
told me what kind of 
person I would be today, 
I wouldn’t have believed 
them. Two years ago I was 
graduating high school. It 
should’ve been one of the 
many accomplishments I 
had been looking forward 
to growing up, except I 
honestly didn’t believe I’d 
make it that far. It wasn’t 
because my grades were 
plummeting but because 
I had everything else on 
my mind and sometimes 
nothing at all. 

When I was 18 years old, 


After an exhausting 
senior year of high 
school, I remember still 
being encouraged and 
proclaiming that 2017 
would be the best year of 
my life. 

Although constantly 
anxious, I was passionate 
about writing and speaking. 
For me, writing for the 
Radionian became my one 
creative outlet. After one 
year on the newspaper 
staff, I had several new 
ideas to revamp the way we 
produce media shows and 
interact with our student 
body. During the summer 
before my sophomore 
year I read several articles 
about college newspapers 
and organized a binder of 
ideas. I was excited to be 
serving as an editor and 


struggling to eat. Never in 
my life had it EVER been 
this bad. There was a point 
where I was so physically ill 
that I was admitted to the 
hospital due to it all. 

I had no idea what was 
going on in my own life. 
I didn’t know who I was, 
what I wanted or what I was 
even doing. Every little bit 
of enjoyment I had was just 
gone. 

Despite the overwhelming 
anxiety, I always had a 
place where I could come 
and forget for a little 
while. For some unknown 
reason, walking into 


and leadership approach. 

My perspective of day- 
to-day life as a college 
student is affected by my 
performance in school and 
extracurricular activities. 
Maintaining good grades is 
often a struggle I place too 
much emphasis on. When I 
find myself slipping into a 
pattern of making grades 
less than what I expect 
from myself, I let it affect 
my entire perspective on 
life. 


the same group of friends 
and I was content. As I 
matured, I realized that 
hard work and breaking 
out of my comfort zone 
was the only way I would 
get anywhere. I have never 
had connections in the 
right places or money to 
help me along the way, so 
I’ve had to make my own 
path. 

In the eleventh grade, 
I realized my interest in 
journalism and helped 
create a school newspaper 
my senior year. When 
I knew I was going to 
attend Jones, I looked into 
The Radionian because I 
wanted to further pursue 
my career in journalism 


I was depressed and still 
struggled with my almost 
now ten-year-long self- 
harm addiction. So when 
I say I honestly didn’t 
picture myself getting past 
high school, I meant it. 
However, here’s the ironic 
part of the story; I was 
“popular.” All through high 
school, I was considered a 
nice church-going girl. I 
won homecoming for five 
years, was captain of the 
dance team, president of 
two clubs, a member of the 
tennis team and an active 
church member. I used to 
be able to hide it all until 


hoped to write captivating 
stories about the students, 
faculty and surrounding 
communities. 

The day before my 
sophomore semester 
started, I had an editor’s 
meeting and learned how 
to use the software we 
have at Jones College 
to layout stories and 
publish Bobcat Press. I 
was overwhelmed with 
excitement for the fast- 
approaching semesters, 
but things changed for me 
suddenly. 

Only three weeks into 
the semester, I was in a car 
accident. I remember that 
moment in complete detail, 
for I was certain this would 
be how my life ended. 

I cried a lot after that 
day, and for months I 


the Radionian classroom or 
lab would just set me free 
from it all for a little while. 
When I walked in, I was no 
longer a young woman that 
had absolutely no idea what 
she was doing, I was a writer 
and editor of an award¬ 
winning newspaper. I had 
a team that unconditionally 
supported me, and those 
moments speaking to them 
made it so much easier. 

Slowly but surely things 
got a lot better. I started 
eating, sleeping and overall 
just living again. I learned 
that I don’t have to have all 
the answers right now. I also 


Being an editor for 
the school newspaper, 
my perspective is 
solely controlled by my 
responsibility to lead 
others. As an editor, I have 
to give instructions and 
advice to writers so they 
can write to the best of 
their ability. At times, I have 
to be the bad guy if they 
have not reciprocated their 
best. 

Being able to work as 
an editor for the school 


and seek scholarships to 
help me on my way to 
the success I have always 
dreamed of. Working for 
the school newspaper has 
been a blessing, and I have 
learned so much about 
writing and about people 
in general. 

While I have not had 
many overwhelming 

obstacles to hurdle, I have 
had to make sacrifices in 
order to get through each 
day. I watch my money in a 
way that is almost miserly, 
I skip meals whenever I can 
and I work two jobs to keep 
myself afloat. If I had to 
name the biggest obstacle 
in my life, I would say that 
it is myself. I struggle with 


leading up to graduation. 

Now I am currently 20 
years old getting ready 
for another graduation. I 
honestly didn’t see myself 
making it this far either, 
which is something I’m 
still working on. 

By now I’ve been able 
to really discover who I 
am. I know, another cliche 
but it’s true. I’ve been 
a newspaper editor for 
two years now, and it’s 
honestly opened my eyes. 
The newspaper has been 
able to help me improve 
on so many errors I used 
to make. It’s made me 


struggled to understand 
why such a thing would 
happen to me. I searched 
for answers within myself 
and the world around me, 
none of which gave me any 
reassurance. 

For the first time in my 
life, I had several panic 
attacks back to back. My 
parents eventually stopped 
driving down that specific 
road because I was pained 
each time I thought of the 
incident. 

In retrospect, I allowed 
all the terrible moments 
in my life to become 
defining moments and 
prevent me from achieving 
everything I ever set out 
to do. Sunk in depression, 
I was estranged from my 
family and my normal self. 
It seemed as if I could only 


figured out that I actually 
have to talk to people about 
what’s going on to get some 
help. 

In my last year at JC, I’ve 
dealt with so much more 
than I was expecting. I 
thought this year was going 
to be easy. I’ve learned a lot 
about myself as a person, 
as a writer and as a friend. 
I’ve gotten the chance to 
work with an incredible 
group of people, and I’m 
incredibly thankful that 
I got that opportunity. I 
honestly wouldn’t trade it 
for anything. 

-Bailey Walter 


newspaper has helped 
me develop and grow 
my communication and 
leadership skills. I am 
pursuing an elementary 
education degree, and I 
feel prepared to lead and 
teach my students. The 
newspaper has helped 
prepare me for my future 
career and plans for my 
life. I am excited to use my 
newly attained skills in a 
professional career setting. 

-Julia Berry 


sharing my emotions and 
realizing my self-worth, 
and I present myself in a 
way that equates being 
too nice for my own good. 
A piece of advice: being 
ambitious while also being 
a doormat cancel each 
other out and keep one at 
a standstill. 

I am a very hard¬ 
working person and I am 
proud of the small things I 
accomplish, but I still have 
a lot to learn. I hope that 
what I have shared can help 
those who are like me. Iam 
blessed to have a creative 
outlet like the newspaper 
to help me express myself 
and that’s all I can ask for. 

-Alyssa Pearce 


appreciate so many new 
things about the news 
and how to actually speak 
my mind on important 
matters. The friendships 
I’ve made these two years 
in the newspaper are the 
biggest gain. I’ve never 
been the type of person to 
share my feelings, but if I 
had to share one now, it’d 
be that the other editors 
are the purest and most 
passionate people I’ve 
gotten to know, and I am 
really going to miss them 
next year. 

-Olivia Ward 


see things in a negative 
light for so long that I 
became unaware of how 
extremely blessed I was. 
Then I remembered that 
I was truly blessed, and 
things changed. 

As my role as an editor 
comes to an end, I want to 
encourage the next news 
staff to think outside the 
box. If you have an idea, 
believe in it enough to see it 
through. Don’t let anything 
stop you. As college and 
life gets stressful, channel 
as much energy as you 
can into your stories and 
inspire others with your 
creativity. I’m hoping for 
continued success for 
many years to come as the 
Radionian staff reaches 
new heights. 

-Py’Necious Cowart 


Find the duck and win a t-shirt! 
See page 1 for details. 



A drink available at Equinox. Other drinks include 
espressos, the Dirty Nitro Chai and bubble tea. Photo 
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Thirty-five Years Former Athletic Director 
and health instructor, Katie Herrington was 
recognized for 35 years of service. 



Twenty-five Years Three JC employees 
were recently honored for their 25 years of 
employment. Pictured left to right are Pat 
Brownlee and Angela Cooley. Not pictured- 
Stacy Ruth. 


Five Years Pictured left to right are Rhonda Farrior-English instructor (Wayne County); 
Chase Elmore-precision machining and manufacturing instructor; Tim Morris-speech 
instructor; Ryan Hearn-civil engineering instructor; Greg Griffith-electro-mechanical 
technology instructor; Ashley Adams-groundskeeper; Herbert Windham-housekeeping; 
Susie Polk-housekeeping and Bobby Dykes-groundskeeper. 



Jones College 
honors employees 
for years of service 

Sixty Jones College faculty and staff 
members were recently honored 
for their years of service to the 
college during the annual Employee 
Recognition luncheon. 


Ten Years Pictured left to right 
are Amy Myers-practical nursing; 
Cynthia May-practical nursing; Crystal 
Nail-external funding-grants; Lisa 
Purdum-marketing; Jennifer Wood- 
financial aid; Rochelle Dahmer-English 
instructor; Sabrina Smith-enrollment 
management; Fawn Shoemake- 
instructional affairs and Gabe Mercier- 
I.T. 

Fifteen Years Pictured left to right 
are Missie Meeks-English instructor; 
Kathryn Davis-social science instructor; 
Shannon Wilks-workforce college; 
Joanna Cooley-speech instructor; 
Jessica Bunch-math instructor (Wayne 
County); Joel Cain-Athletic Director 
(Smith County); Lauren Bell-A.D. 
nursing instructor; Stanton Lewis- 
electrical technology instructor; 

Gloria Newell-culinary arts instructor; 
Matthew Burnham-science instructor 
(Covington County) and Karen Purvis- 
student affairs. 

Photos by Megan Clark 
Information by Teresa McCreery 


Twenty Years Pictured left to right are Diasetta Nelson-housekeeping; Rick Bedwell- 
business instructor (Petal); Marilyn Long-campus operations/duplicating; Corey Jones-math 
division chair (Jasper County); Kenneth Cummings-A.D. nursing. 


Left column, middle photo: Forty Years Director of Enrollment Operations, Bonnie Warren 
was recognized for 40 years of service. She is pictured with JCJC President Dr. Jesse Smith. 


Olympics 

from page 2 

everyone,” said Pugh. 

In all, Special Olympics 
for Area 17, also known as 
the Piney Woods Region, 


was deemed by organizers 
as successful. The event 
itself is one full of joy 
and encouragement that 
allows for a day of unity 
and fun. 

Pugh said, “It’s just a 
day we look forward to to 


see all the smiles of the 
athletes.” 

Winners of the day will 
compete in the Special 
Olympics of Mississippi 
Summer Games, which is 
traditionally held on the 
coast. 


Follow the Radionian 




The Mississippi Special Olympics Area 17 Spring Games opening ceremony performance of 
the National Anthem. Photo by Bailey Morris 


Success 

from page 1 

and school supplies. 

Advisers have been 
provided a new software 
that helps them see 
student attendance and 
grades, and it provides 
them a way to text the 
student when needed. 

The college also has 
a required freshman 
class designed to teach 
success skills needed for 
transitioning to college life 
- Psychology of Personal 
Adjustment. 

For students considering 
taking a break from 
college, there are reasons 
to do so and reasons 
to not. Rasmussen.edu 
lists reasons for taking 
a break, which include 
dealing with grief, mental/ 


physical concerns, 

unhealthy habits, or 
considering a different 
field. When wanting to 
take a break, Rasmussen, 
edu encourages students 
to research the following 
before doing so: the time 
could affect the student’s 
financial aid, causing loans 
to go into repayment; the 
program could change to 
the point the student must 
take more courses for 
graduation; the reason for 
taking a break may have 
solvable options. 

The most important 
thing when it comes 
to graduation is 
commitment. Those that 
want their degree must be 
committed to getting it. In 
2011, Jones College’s Phi 
Theta Kappa organization 
held a commit to complete 


campaign called the 
Tassel’s Worth the Hassle, 
which helped increase 
the number of students 
graduating at Jones. 

Every student needs a 
support system of family 
and friends so that they 
can succeed in the long 
run. If a student loses drive, 
they must remember to 
refocus, set goals, and find 
an instructor/counselor/ 
adviser for questions and 
advice (Fremont.edu). 

Going to school and 
graduating is a process 
that takes years. Many 
don’t do it in the time 
span that is expected, 
but they can get it done 
nonetheless. It takes 
effort, support and more 
to achieve that diploma. 
Graduation is the end goal, 
commit to getting there. 


thejcjc_radionian BobcatPress 


@BobcatPress 


The Jones Yearbook is 
hiring for 2019 - 2020! 



Get paid in scholarships! 




Sports Photographers 

Full Tuition scholarship for qualified candidates 

-must own a camera 

-must live on or near campus 

-must be willing to attend home games 

-email sample sports photos of past work to adviser 


Social Media Editor 

Full Tuition scholarship with position 

-Must post daily on social media to Radionian/Lair accounts 

-Must be willing to add accounts to phone: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

Snapchat 

-To apply, write a one-page double spaced essay and email to the 
adviser (write about yourself and why you'd be good at this position). 


Staff Members 

Quarter or Half scholarships for qualified candidates 

Photographers (must own a camera and have photos to show) 

Writers (must have a B or better in English) 

-To apply, write a one-page double spaced essay and email to the 
adviser (write about yourself, what you'd like to do on staff and why). 
-Photography applicants also email sample photos of past work. 


Email yearbook adviser Kelly Atwood for more information or to see how to apply: kelly.atwood@jcjc.edu 


























